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Thoroughfare  Plan  is  also  of  major  importance  due  to 
heavy  through  traffic  on  the  US  321  highway  which  leads 
directly  through  the  central  business  district.   A 
unique  feature  of  the  publication  is  the  Implementation 
Section  which  includes  a  listing  by  priority  of  specific 
actions  that  should  be  useful  to  local  officials  and 
citizen  groups  in  putting  the  plan  to  immediate  use  and 
carrying  it  on  to  long-range  action. 
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POPULATION  AND  ECONOMIC  STUDY 


I 
ft 


INTRODUCTION 


Planning  for  a  town  or  other  urbanizing  area  is  simply 
the  wise  use  of  foresight.   Noting  the  need  for  planning,  the 
officials  of  the  Town  of  Maiden  have  taken  steps  to  utilize 
this  tool  of  foresight  to  guide  the  anticipated  future  growth 
here,  and  to  try  to  make  Maiden  a  better  place  in  which  to  live 

Town  officials  contracted  with  the  North  Carolina  Depart- 
ment of  Conservation  and  Development,  Division  of  Community 
Planning,*  in  April,  1968,  for  technical  assistance  in  prepar- 
ing a  comprehensive  planning  program  for  Maiden.   This  work 
will  be  accomplished  by  the  Maiden  Planning  Board,  with  assist- 
ance from  the  Division  of  Community  Planning  staff. 

The  work  elements  of  the  Maiden  planning  program  include 
the  following  items  (not  necessarily  in  this  order): 


Ba  s  e  Mapp  ing 

Population  and  Economic  Study 
Community  Facilities  Plan 
Zoning  Ordinance 


Land  Use  Survey  and  Analysis 
Land  Development  Plan 
Neighborhood  Analysis 


The  base  mapping  was  needed  to  provide  unified,  reproduci- 
ble working  maps  for  the  town  and  its  one-mile  perimeter  area 
(including  a  portion  of  northern  Lincoln  County  that  lies  south 
of  the  town).   The  Land  Use  Survey  and  Analysis  will  provide 
basic  information  concerning  land  use  patterns  and  problems. 


*Note 


As  of  July  1,  1969,  the  Division  of  Community  Planning 
became  a  part  of  the  new  North  Carolina  Department  of 
Lo  ca 1  Affairs. 


traffic  circulation  and  parking,  housing  conditions,  and  other 
data  which  is  useful  in  the  formulation  of  the  future  land  use 
plan  and  other  plans.  The  Population  and  tconomic  Study  gives 
a  basis  for  almosc  all  of  the  major  planning  program  --  it  is 
necessary  to  have  some  idea  of  what  the  population  and  employ- 
ment prospects  are  in  order  to  make  any  sort  of  substantive 
plans  for  the  future. 

The  Land  Development  Plan  is  to  be  a  comprehensive  recom- 
mendation for  all  major  land  uses  in  the  planning  area  for  a 
planning  period  of  approximately  20  years  --  showing  the  most 
desirable  areas  for  homes,  commerce,  industry  and  public  uses. 
Also  included  in  the  Land  Development  Plan  will  be  a  thorough- 
fare plan,  aimed  at  providing  better  and  safer  traffic  circula- 
tion patterns  for  the  future  Maiden. 

The  Community  Facilities  Plan  will  inventory  and  evaluate 
the  public  facilities  and  services  now  available  in  the  commu- 
nity, and  make  recommendations  regarding  them  and  others  needed 
during  the  planning  period.   The  Neighborhood  Analysis  will 
serve  to  determine  the  extent,  location,  and  cause  of  blight 
within  the  community,  and  make  recommendations  for  improving  the 
problems  and  problem  areas. 

The  Zoning  Ordinance  will  serve  the  purpose  of  protecting 
the  local  citizens  from  haphazard  and  careless  development  that 
could  destroy  land  values  and  bring  about  discomfort  to  these 
citizens.   It  will  also  serve,  if  wisely  used,  to  implement  the 
Maiden  Land  Development  Plan^ 


Some  of  the  inform. ation  used  in  the  Population  and  Economic 
Study  was  derived  from  data  (published  and  unpublished)  from  the 
Bureau  of  the  Census  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Commerce.   Data 


REGIONAL     SETTING 


MAP-1 


was  also  provided  by  the  North  Carolina  Employment  Security 
Commission  and  other  State  agencies.    In  addition,  town  offi- 
cials and  business  and  manufacturing  leaders  in  the  local  area 
were  interviewed  in  order  to  make  this  study  as  current  and  as 
applicable  to  the  local  situation  as  possible.   Any  other  sources 
of  information  are  cited  in  the  text. 


THE  PLANNING  AREA 

The  town  of  Maiden  is  situated  in  the  southern  part  of 
Catawba  County,  so  close  to  the  southern  county  line  that  its 
planning  perimeter  (a  line  denoting  the  one-mile  distance  from 
the  town  limit  line  in  all  directions.)  falls  in  Lincoln  County 
for  several  hundred  feet  below  the  Ca ta wba - L i n co 1 n  County  line 


For  the  purpose  of  this  and  later  planning  reports,  the 
land  within  the  corporate  limits  and  the  territory  within  the 
one-mile  perimeter  will  be  referred  to  as  the  "planning  area". 
The  land  within  the  corporate  limits  will  be  referred  to  as 
the  "town  area",  and  the  land  between  the  corporate  limits  and 
the  one-mile  perimeter  will  be  noted  as  the  "fringe  area". 


PART  I 


POPULATION  AND  ECONOMIC  STUDY 


THE  POPULATION 


TRENDS  --  1883  to  I960 

Written  history  of  Catawba  County  dates  to  at  least  1747, 
but  the  Town  of  Maiden  was  not  officially  formed  until  its 
incorporation  in  188  3.*   The  railroad  had  reached  this  area  in 
1882. 

The  settlement  got  its  start  as  early  as  1804  when  a 
Swiss  settler  started  a  mining  operation  and  foundry  in  the 
area.   (It  is  reported  to  have  produced  cannon  for  the  War  of 
1812  and  later  for  the  Confederacy^)   Cotton  mills  (two) 
followed  this  initial  industry,  and  woodworking  plants  were 
established  by  1892.   Industry  has  continued  to  flourish  here, 
providing  such  well-known  operations  as  Carolina  Mills,  Inc. 
(textiles);  Rex  Knitting  (textiles);  Baumritter  Corp  --  until 
recently  known  as  Superior  Chair  (furniture);  Maiden  Knitting 
and  Finishing  (textiles);  Newton  Glove,  Inc»,  fwork  and  safety 
gloves);  and  American  and  Efird  Mills,  Inco,  (industrial  thread) 

The  Maiden  of  1883  had  a  population  of  three  families. 
This  small  beginning  rapidly  changed  to  664  persons  by  1910, 
and  1,266  persons  by  1920.   In  spite  of  this  early  growth,  the 
Maiden  population  has  not  grown  as  rapidly  as  the  remainder  of 
Catawba  County  or  North  Carolina  as  a  whole  in  later  years. 
Table  1  shows  this  "slow-down"  in  growth  for  Maiden.   The  1950 
to  1960  change,  for  example,  was  comparable  to  neighboring 


*  S  o  u  r  c  e 


A  New  Geography  of  North  Carolina  ,  Vol.,  Ill;  Bill 
Sharpe,  Sharpe  Publishing  Co.,  Ra 1 e igh  ,N c C .  ,  196L 


Lincoln  County's  rate  of  increase  but  well  under  that  of  Newton 
Township,  Catawba  County  and  North  Carolina.   There  are  indica- 
tions that  this  trend  of  increasing  population  at  a  decreasing 
rate  has  not  held  true  for  the  years  since  1960,  however,  as 
will  be  pointed  out  in  the  following  section  of  this  report; 
there  are  certainly  sufficient  grounds  for  optimism  concerning 
continued  population  increase  for  Maiden. 


POPULATION  TRENDS 
TABLE  1  FOR  SELECTED  AREAS  -  1910-1960 


N  ewt on 

Ca  tawba 

Lincoln 

North 

Ma  iden 

Twp  . 

County 

County 

Carol  ina 

1910 

644 

5  ,921 

27,918 

17  ,132 

2  ,200  ,287 

1920 

I  ,266 

8  ,257 

33  ,839 

17  ,862 

2  ,559  ,123 

Per  Cent 

Change 

92.0 

39.5 

21,2 

4.3 

30.0 

1930 

1  ,628 

10,911 

43  ,991 

22  ,872 

3  ,170,276 

Per  Cent 

Change 

28.5 

3  2.2 

30.0 

28.0 

23.9 

1940 

1  ,803 

12  ,745 

51  ,653 

24,187 

3,571  ,623 

Per  Cent 

Change 

10.6 

16.8 

17.3 

5.7 

12.7 

1950 

1  ,952 

14,438 

61  ,794 

27  ,459 

4,061  ,929 

Per  Cent 

Change 

8,3 

13.3 

19.4 

13.5 

13.7 

1960 

2  ,039 

16,798 

73,191 

28,814 

4,556,155 

Per  Cent 

Change 

4.5 

16.4 

18.3 

4.9 

12.2 

Source:   U.  S.  Bureau  of  Census 


RECENT  TRENDS  —  1960-1969 

Possibly  the  largest  indicator  of  growth  in  the  Maiden 
planning  area  since  1960  would  be  the  continued  growth  of 
industry  here.   Carolina  Mills  completed  construction  of  a  new 
plant  just  north  of  town  in  March,  1968.   Rex  Knitting  completed 
a  new  plant  three  years  ago,  and  expects  to  complete  work  on 
additions  in  1969,   Maiden  Knitting  and  Finishing  is  currently 
expanding  its  operations  within  the  town.   Baumritter  Corp. 
(Superior  Chair)  and  Null  Manufacturing  have  experienced  expan- 
sion during  the  years  since  1960.   The  Woonsocket  Spinning  Co. 


is  opening  a  new  plant  which  should  be  operating  by  mid-1969. 
One  or  two  smaller  firms  have  closed  during  this  period,  but 
with  the  industrial  growth  mentioned,  there  have  been  no  note- 
worthy effects  on  the  community  by  such  closingSo 

An  important  sign  of  growth  is  the  dwelling  unit  count 
made  in  connection  with  the  current  Maiden  planning  program- 
This  count  revealed  a  total  of  671  dwelling  units  and  ^0  mobile 
homes  in  the  town  in  August,  1968.   This  compares  with  634 
total  dwelling  units  listed  for  the  town  area  in  the  1960  cen- 
sus.  (Multiplying  the  present  count  by  the  1960  family  size 
gives  a  present  estimated  population  of  2,275  and  1,775  for 
the  town  area  and  fringe  area,  respectively.   The  1960  census 
did  not,  of  course,  include  an  enumeration  district  comparable 
to  the  fringe  area  portion  of  the  Maiden  planning  area. 

The  school  enrollment  in  Maiden  also  indicates  continued 
population  growth.   Maiden  Elementary  School  (grades  1-7)  now 
has  760  pupils  enrolled,  and  records  show  that  a  steady  gain  of 
one  teacher  every  other  year  has  been  added  to  the  staff<.   This 
additional  teacher  is  added  for  each  30  pupils,  indicating  a 
steady  gain  of  about  15  pupils  per  year.   Maiden  High  School 
grew  from  134  students  in  1951  to  282  in  1960  --  increase  of 
111.8%,   The  present  enrollment  is  560  students  (grades  8-12). 
Enrollment  of  high  school  students  only  (grades  9-12)  is  438  — 
a  gain  of  55.3%  over  the  same  grades  in  1960  enrollment. 


Another  indicator  of  growth  is  the  number  of  utility  con- 
nections over  the  past  few  years.   Water  and  electricity  are 
sold  by  the  municipality,  and  the  number  of  connections  recorded 
has   changed  from  731  in  1960  to  782  in  mid -1968  --  an  increase 
of  6.7%,.   (This  figure  does  not  necessarily  represent  the  number 
of  households  in  Maiden  as  a  connection  is  listed  for  commercial 


customers  as  well  as  residential  users.   Electric  and  water 
connections  are  counted  as  one  where  the  same  customer  has 
both. ) 

Financial  and  other  business  people  interviewed  in  con- 
nection with  this  report  agree  that  growth  is  occurring  in 
Maiden.   New  homes  are  being  built  in  larger  numbers  since 
the  1960  census  than  in  the  years  just  prior,  although  there 
are  indications  that  many  of  the  new  homes  are  just  outside, 
rather  than  within,  the  town  limits.   Other  general  business, 
including  retail  trade,  has  increased,  although  there  could 
be  improvement  in  the  variety  of  retail  trade  types  available. 
This  will  be  discussed  in  more  detail  in  a  later  section. 

Factors  outside  the  town  of  Maiden  also  offer  their  in- 
fluence toward  changing  the  population  and  economic  trends 
from  the  limited  increases  between  1940  and  1960.   For  example, 
Lake  Norman,  a  hydroelectric  project  built  bu  Duke  Power  Company, 
reaches  to  within  ten  miles  of  downtown  Maiden.   With  over 
32,000  acres  under  water  when  full,  this  is  the  largest  lake 
in  the  state  and  offers  many  opportunities  for  recreation  and 
other  related  growth  potential.   Being  the  nearest  town  to  the 
western  side  of  this  lake.  Maiden  offers  good  residential  poten- 
tial for  retirees  or  for  workers  who  may  want  to  get  away  from 
the  more  urban  centers  of  Hickory  (18  miles  away)  or  Charlotte 
(35  miles  away).   The  existing  and  proposed  steam-electric 
generating  facilities  around  Lake  Norman  also  add  to  the  indus- 
trial capa  b  i  1  i  ty  of  this  part  of  the  state. 


The  entire  region  in  which  Maiden  is  located  is  considered 
a  very  favorable  situation  as  far  as  future  growth  is  concerned. 
In  a  recent  study  of  the  Catawba  County  area  by  Traffic  and 
Planning  Associates  of  Hickory,  N.C.,  the  "Catawba  Region"  of 


Alexander,  Burke,  Catawba  and  Caldwell  Counties  is  projected  to 
the  year  1990,   According  to  the  report,  the  total  population 
of  the  four  counties  is  expected  to  change  from  the  1960  figure 
of  191,069  to  a  1990  figure  of  268,295  --  an  increase  of  about 
40 7o.   (Catawba  County  is  given  as  ore  of  the  leaders  in  this 
increase,  with  a  1960-1990  growth  of  almost  52%.)   Of  course. 
Hickory,  with  its  rapid  industrial  expansion  in  furniture  and 
other  nationally  marketed  products,  is  a  big  influence  on  the 
Catawba  region.   The  nearness  of  Maiden,  however,  to  this  city 
and  other  important  points  along  the  well-known  Piedmont  Cres- 
cent of  North  Carolina  will  no  doubt  have  an  affect  on  the  local 
area,  along  with  the  growth  factors  already  noted. 


MIGRATION 

Three  basic  causes  for  population  change  in  a  community 
are  births,  deaths  and  migrationt^   Births  and  deaths  are  factors 
of  nature  --  unless,  of  course,  war  or  some  other  catastrophic 
occurrence  should  enter  the  picture.   Migration  is  the  residen- 
tial movement  of  people  into  or  out  of  the  community;  thus,  the 
terms  of  " inmi gra t ion "  and  "ou tmigra t ion "  are  used  in  this  and 
other  similar  publications. 


TABLE  2 


NET  MIGRATION,  1950-1960 


(1) 

(2) 

(3) 
Expec  ted 

(4) 

Net 

Ac tua  1 

Natural 

1960 

Ac tua  1 

Migra- 

1950 

Increase 

Pop  o 

1960 

tion 

Per 

Pop  . 

1950-60* 

(1+2) 

Pop  ■ 

(3+4) 

Cent 

Mai  den 

1,952 

399 

2,351 

2  ,03  9 

-312 

-13.3 

Ca  tawba 

County 

61  ,794 

12  ,744 

7  4,538 

7  3,191 

-1,347 

-  1.8 

^Natural  increase  for  Maiden  is  based  on  Catawba  County  rate 

due  to  methods  of  recording  vital  statistics  for  towns  of 
this  size. 

Source:   Based  on  U.S.  Census  and  N.C.  Department  of  Health  data. 


The  result  of  births  less  deaths  within  a  given  area  is 
the   "natural  increase"  of  that  area.   (This  combination  can 
result  in  a  decrease  in  population,  but  it  is  rare  for  a  commu- 
nity to  have  more  deaths  than  births.)   Causes  of  migration  are 
more  variable.   If  ample  employment  and  housing  are  available, 
people  will  remain  in  the  general  area  or  move  in.   If  local 
opportunity  for  work,   together  with  housing  for  those  who 
would  move  in,  is  not  available,  some  must  relocate  to  find 
these.   Other  things  must  be  considered  too  —  such  as  mili- 
tary service,  neighboring  industrial  centers,  etc.,  that  may 
cause  the  young  workers  and  their  families  to  leave. 

Table  2  shows  the  migration  trend  between  1950  and  1960 
for  Maiden  and  Catawba  County.   Both  Maiden  and  the  county 
experienced  ou tm igra t ion  ,  with  that  for  Maiden  being  at  a  much 
higher  percentage  than  the  percentage  experienced  by  the 
CO  unty . 

Further  indication  of  this  outmigration  is  given  in  Table 
3,  the  age  and  sex  listing  of  the  Maiden  population  in  1950  and 
1960.   By  age  group  it  is  noted  that  in  spite  of  a  population 
increase,  the  town  had  less  people  in  the  15  through  34  age 
brackets  in  1960  than  in  1950.   This  trend  toward  fewer  young 
people  was  true  in  both  the  male  and  female  groups,  and  in  the 
female  group  of  under  five  years  --  indicating  that  young  fami- 
lies were  leaving.   This  trend  is  significant  in  that  the  median 
age  (halfway  point)  of  the  population  is  growing  older.   For 
example,  half  of  the  population  was  28.5  or  under.   This  in  it- 
self is  not  alarming,  but  it  becomes  obvious  that  should  such 
a  trend  continue  from  decade  to  decade  the  loss  of  these  younger 
people  could  have  a  marked  effect  on  the  overall  picture  in  terms 
of  available  labor,  retail  consumption,  etc.* 


*Note:  For  comparison,  the  median  age  for  North  Carolina  in  1960 
was  24.2  years,  the  median  age  for  Catawba  County  was  26.3  years 


One  further  brief  reference  to  Table  3  can  emphasize  the 
ages  of  those  people  who  left  the  area  between  1950  and  1960 
--  that  is  to  note  in  particular  a  given  age  group  between  the 
years  given.   For  example,  look  at  the  number  of  males  who  were 
from  15-24  in  1950,  then  the  number  of  males  who  were  25-34  in 
1960  --  theoretically  the  same  group.   This  number  reduces  from 
174  to  143.   Females  in  the  same  group  drops  from  196  to  141. 
This  same  thing  occurs  in  comparing  the  1950  age  groups  of  5-14, 
15-24,  and  25-34  with  the  1950  age  groups  of  15-24,  25-34,  and 
3  5-44,  respectively.   There  are  changes  in  older  groups  also, 
but  not  as  marked  as  these  mentioned.   Again,  this  points  out 
the  outmigration  of  the  young,  productive  population  that  is 
so  vital  to  any  community. 


COMPOSITION 

The  composition  of  Maiden's  population  is  important  to  its 
planning.  It  is  necessary  to  have  some  idea  of  the  present  and 
projected  age  and  sex  makeup  of  the  population  in  order  to  plan 
for  land  use  and  public  facility  needs  to  serve  the  people  in 
the  future.   For  example,  there  are  422  children  in  the  age 
range  of  5  to  14  years  within  the  town  limits  of  Maiden  in  i960 
(Table  3).   Projections  given  later  in  the  report  (Table  5)  in- 
dicate that  there  will  be  some  580  children  in  this  same  age 
range  in  town  by  1990.   Using  the  same  tables,  the  number  of 
persons  in  the  age  range  of  55  years  and  older  is  seen  as  chang 
ing  from  304  persons  in  1960  to  435  persons  by  1990. 

Examples  such  as  these  two  are  considered  in  the  future 
land  use  involved  in  the  Land  Development  Plan,  and  in  the 
recommendations  concerning  future  school  needs,  recreational 
facilities,  etc,,  that  will  be  part  of  the  Community  Facilities 
P Ian  which  will  be  published  later  this  year. 


10 


Just  under  10 7o  of  the  Maiden  population  in  1950  was  Negro. 
(Census  data  lists  198  Negroes  and  3  "other"  races  ;  a  total  of 
201  non-white  persons  of  the  population  of  2,039.)   This  com- 
pares with  a  Negro  population  in  1960  of  9.2  7„  in  Catawba  County, 
and  24.5  7o  in  North  Carolina.   Newton  Township,  which  includes 
the  towns  of  Maiden,  Newton,  part  of  Conover,  and  most  of  the 
central  area  of  Catawba  County,  listed  10.4%  of  its  population 
as  Negro.   (Unlike  some  parts  of  the  State,  Catawba  County  did 
not  experience  a  large  migration  of  Negroes  away  from  the  area. 
Its  non-white  population  in  1940  was  about  10 7o,  and  just  over 
97o  in  1950.)   Job  opportunities  in  the  Maiden  and  Catawba  County 
area  have  apparently  enabled  them  to  retain  their  Negro  popu- 
lation in  recent  decades  and,  as  will  be  noted  in  the  economic 
section,  the  available  employment  should  encourage  this  pattern 
in  the  future . 


TABLE  3 


MAIDEN  POPULATION  BY  AGE  AND  SEX,  1950  and  19  60 


Total 


Under  5  Yrs 


5-14 


15-24 


2  5-34 


Male  Female  Male   Female  Male  Female  Male  Female  Male  Female 


1950   929 

1960   990 

Per 

Cent   6 . 6 

Change 


1  ,023 
1  ,049 

2,5 


106 
105 

.0 


125 
109 


175 
211 


181 

211 


174 
141 


196 

145 


171 

143 


161 

141 


10.3   20.5   16.6  -19.0  -26.0   -16.2  -12.4 


1950 

1960 

Per 

Cent 

Change 


35-44 


20.0 


5.7 


45-54 


55-64 


65  + 


109 

140 

87 

97 

65 

52 

42 

71 

131 

148 

121 

128 

73 

80 

64 

87 

30.9   3  2.0   12,3   54.0   52.4   22.5 


Tota  1 
Popula- 
tion: 
1950 
1960 

Per  Cent 
C  hange 


1  ,952 

2  ,039 

4.5 


Median  Age  1950:   24.6  Years 
Source:   U.S.  Bureau  of  Census 


Median  Age  1960:  28.5  Years 
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ANNEXATION 

Annexation  is  one  means  of  increasing  the  population  of  a 
town  and  should  be  considered  in  reviewing  past  figures  and 
future  projections. 

The  Town  of  Maiden  annexed  additional  territory  in  1965, 
1966  and  1967,   This  added  land  to  the  west  (in  the  vicinity  of 
Rex  Knitting  Company),  to  the  northeast  (near  Klutz  Street  and 
Island  Ford  Road),  and  to  the  southeast  (along  US  321),   No 
exact  account  was  taken  of  the  number  of  persons  included  in 
these  annexations,  but  based  on  utility  connections  some 
150  persons  were  added.* 

While  there  are  no  immediate  plans  for  further  annexation 
of  areas  around  the  existing  town  limits,  there  is  the  possi- 
bility that  additional  portions  of  the  fringe  area  will  be 
annexed  as  development  occurs  and  additional  services  are 
needed. 


OTHER  FACTORS  ■ — 

INCOME,  EDUCATION  AND  HOUSING 


Much  can  be  learned  about  a  town  and  its  people  by  looking 
at  the  three  major  forces  that  affect  the  way  the  people  live. 
These  forces,  from  the  population  and  economic  standpoint,  are 
the  income,  education  and  housing  conditions  of  the  people. 


^Source:   Mr.  Grady  A.  Hewitt,   Maiden  Town  Clerk.   This  is  based 

on  the  number  of  utility  connections  added  during  the  period, 

together  with  estimates  of  persons  added  at  the  time  of 
a  nne  xa  t  i  on . 
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MEDIAN     FAMILY     INCOME     AND    PER    CAPITA    INCOME-1959 

FIG.    No.  I 
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FAMILY      INCOME,      1959 
FIG.   No.  2 
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Income 

Family  income  and  per  capita  income  are  good  indicators 
of  the  money  flow  within  an  area.   Figure  1  gives  these  meas- 
ures for  Newton  Township,  Catawba  County  and  North  Carolina. 
(This  information  for  the  town  of  Maiden  alone  is  limited  due 
to  the  enumeration  methods  for  places  with  less  than  2,500 
population.)   The  township  and  the  county  figures  reflect  a 
better  picture  than  the  State,  but  it  should  be  remembered 
that  the  amounts  shown  are  the  median,  or  halfway  point. 
Therefore,  there  are  many  families  in  the  area  that  receive 
less  family  or  per  capita  income  than   that  shown. 

Figure  2  further  illustrates  the  family  income  point  for 
Newton  Township  and  for  Catawba  County.   For  example,  nearly 
62%  of  the  families  in  both  cases  made  from  $4,000  to  $7,999 
in  1959.   However,  almost  24%  in  both  cases  made  less  than 
$3,000  in  that  year.   Consequently,  about  one  of  every  four 
families  in  the  area  was  in  the  poverty  range  in  1959,  based 
on  the  presently  accepted  definition  of  poverty  income  as  less 
than  $3,000.   While  not  shown  in  the  graphics  used  here,  it 
should  be  noted  that  the  Catawba  County  median  family  income 
for  non-whites  was  $2,698.   Therefore,  many  of  the  families 
in  the  poverty  range  were  Negro  families. 

There  are  indications  that  the  income  picture  has  improved 
This  will  be  covered  in  more  detail  in  the  economic  section. 
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E  duca  t  ion  , 

Education  of  the  people  of  the  community  is  important  in 
several  ways,  one  of  the  more  important  factors  being  that  it 
affects  the  individual  and  the  community  earning  power.   A  well 
educated  person  is  normally  more  able  to  secure  employment  and 
earn  more  money  during  his  working  years  than  a  person  with 
little  education.   Modern  industry  with  its  technological 
improvements  is  requiring  a  higher  education  level  than  was 
often  the  case  in  the  past;  thus,  it  behooves  the  community  to 
do  what  it  can  to  encourage  better  education  of  its  people. 

The  1960  census  (Figure  3)  revealed  that  both  the  town- 
ship area  and  the  county  had  a  higher  level  of  education  than 
that  of  North  Carolina,  but  not  as  high  as  the  urban  areas  of 
the  state.   Again,  these  being  median  figures  indicates  that 
more  than  half  of  the  population  over  25  years  old  had  less 
than  a  high  school  education. 

There  are  indications,  however,  that  the  education  level 
is  being  improved  in  the  years  following  the  1960  census.  As 
mentioned,  the  high  school  enrollment  in  Maiden  has  gained  55% 
over  the  1960  enrollment.   This  gain  is  much  more  than  is  indi- 
cated in  population  gain.   Special  programs  are  being  used  to 
encourage  students  to  remain  until  graduation.   For  example, 
the  ITC  Program  (Industrial  Cooperative  Training)  is  being 
utilized  to  allow  students  to  work  in  local  industries  in  the 
afternoon  after  attending  classes  in  the  morning.  There  are 
about  40  students  enrolled  in  this  program  during  the  current 
school  year.   Through  this  program  students  are  permitted  to 
work  and  help  with  the  family  income  without  having  to  drop 
out  of  school. 
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Hous  ing 

Housing  conditions  for  Maiden  are  illustrated  by  Figure  4» 
This  figure  illustrates  1960  census,  comparing  Maiden  with  the 
State.   (The  "substandard"  classification  used  here  is  a  total 
of  those  units  listed  in  the  census  as  deteriorating  and  dilap- 
idated.)  As  shown,  some  14.5%  of  the  homes  in  Maiden  were  sub- 
standard (92  of  634  houses  enumerated),  compared  with  about 
30%  substandard  in  the  state.  Negro  housing  was  a  different 
story,  however,  with  49%  of  the  Negro-occupied  housing  in 
Maiden  being  substandard  (19  of  39  houses). 

Figure  4  also  illustrates  a  more  recent  view  of  the  housing 
in  the  planning  area.  In  August,  1968,  a  "windshield  survey" 
was  made  of  the  entire  planning  area.   Included  in  this  survey 
was  a  classification  of  the  present  housing  available,  based 
on  visual  inspection  as  follows: 


S  tandard .   This  category  included  all  houses  that  were  appar- 
ently in  good  condition  except  for  such  minor  items 
as  need  for  repainting  or  routine  maintenance. 

Deteriorat  ing .   These  houses  appeared  to  need  more  than  routine 
maintenance.   For  example,  there  were  rotting  window 
frames  or  other  exterior  trim;  windows,  roofing, 
siding  or  foundation  was  cracked  or  pieces  of  these 
items  were  missing. 

Dilapidated .   Houses  in  this  category  were  obviously  in  poor 
overall  condition  and  complete  remodeling  or 
rebuilding  would  be  required  to  bring  the  house 
up  to  a  higher  classification.   Major  items  such  as 
walls,  foundation  or  roof  were  sagging  or  broken, 
and  in  some  cases  serious  fire  or  storm  damage  was 
in  evidence. 

Based  on  this  survey  (using  a  total  of  the  deteriorating 
and  dilapidated  classes  as  "substandard")  data  was  compiled 
for  the  current  housing  picture.   As  illustrated,  3  4%,  of  the 


15 


housing  in  the  town  area  was  substandard  ^228  of  671  units), 
and  397o  was  substandard  in  the  fringe  area  (188  of  479  units). 

The  land  use  survey,  supplemented  by  interviews  with  busi- 
ness and  industrial  leaders,  indicates  that  housing  is  an  im- 
portant factor  in  Maiden's  potential  for  development  and  is 
a  factor  that  should  receive  attention.   Much  of  the  housing  in 
Maiden  proper,  for  example,  is  old  and  at  the  point  that  it  is 
somewhat  expensive  to  repair  and  maintain.   New  housing  is  fair- 
ly scarce,  since  there  are  few  local  builders  and  no  large 
"project"  type  developments  in  the  way  of  subdivision.   Rental 
housing  is  likewise  hard  to  find,  and  there  are  very  few  apart- 
ment buildings. 

Several  people  contacted  in  the  course  of  the  interviews 
indicated  that  individuals  within  their  organizations  would 
move  to  Maiden  from  points  from  which  they  are  now  commuting 
if  ample  housing  were  available.   With  the  employment,  good 
location  in  respect  to  the  large  centers  of  the  state,  and 
nearness  to  such  facilities  as  Lake  Norman,  the  leaders  of 
Maiden  would  do  well  to  promote  housing  construction  in  a  vari- 
ety of  price  ranges.   Zoning,  subdivision  regulations,  and 
building  codes  can  be  used  to  insure  that  residential  develop- 
ment is  soundly  located  and  constructed.   A  Housing  Commission 
appointed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  is  one  possibility  of  pro- 
moting more  residential  construction.   Such  a  commission  could 
bring  together  representatives  from  the  builders,  developers, 
real  estate  and  financial  operations  and  encourage  and  promote 
needed  construction. 
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POPULATION  PROJECTIONS 

The  techniques  for  projecting  the  population  for  a  town  or 
area  are  many.   These  techniques  are  based  on  actual  trends  of 
population  of  the  past  and  on  certain  assumptions  concerning 
the  future.   Some  of  these  assumptions  are  (1)  that  the  bound- 
aries of  the  town  will  not  change  to  any  great  extent;  (2) 
that  the  birth,  death  and  migration  races  will  continue  along 
the  same  lines  as  in  the  past;  (3)  that  no  new  unusually  large 
industry  will  move  into  the  area;  and  (4)  that  there  will  be 
no  major  catastrophe  that  will  have  an  unusual  effect  on  the 
area  or  region. 

It  should  be  emphasized  that  this  or  any  population  pro- 
jection is  not  a  prediction,  but  is  more  an  extension  of  past 
trends  in  an  effort  to  provide  a  guide  in  estimating  the  future 
population.   Projections  are  more  reliable,   too,  when  made  for 
a  large  area,  i.e.,  for  North  Carolina  or  for  the  United  States 
than  for  a  town  the  size  of  Maiden  or  for  the  township. 

Estimates  of  the  1968  population  and  projections  to  1990 
have  been  made  by  the  Division  of  Community  Planning  for  the 
town  of  Maiden,  including  its  fringe  area,  by  both  overall  popu- 
lation and  by  age  groups.   These  figures  are  given  in  Tables 
4  and  5 . 


TABLE  4 


POPULATION  PROJECTIONS  TO  1990 


Ma  iden 

Fr  inge 

( Town  Area  ) 

Area 

2  ,039 

2,275 

1,775 

2  ,360 

1  ,828 

2  ,610 

2  ,020 

2  ,904 

2  ,248 

Total 

P la  nn  ing  Area 


19  60* 
19  68*^'- 
1970 
1980 
1990 


4,050 
4,188 
4,630 
5  ,152 


* Actual  U.S.  Census  figure. 
**Estimates  based  on  house  count  of  September,  1968,  and  the 
census  rate   of  persons  per  dwelling  unit  (3.20  in 
:n  and  3.55  in  the  fringe  area). 
Division  of  Community  Planning 


1960 
Ma  idei 
Source  : 
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These  projections  see  Maiden  growing  from  the  1968  esti- 
mates of  2,215    persons  to  2,360  by  19'0.  2,610  by  1980;  and 
2,904  persons  in  town  by  1990.   The  fringe  area  around  to wn 
is  projected  at  the  same  rates,  based  on  development  in  recent 
years,  thus  giving  total  planning  area  populations  of  ^,188 
in  1970;  4,630  in  1980;  and  5,152  in  1990,   (Figure  5  is  a 
graphic  presentation  of   past  trends  with  projections  for 
the  future  « ) 

The  population  projections  are  given  by  age  and  sex  groups 
in  Table  5^   By  considering  various  groups  and  group  combina- 
tions from  this  table,  certain  effects  from  the  anticipated 
change  in  population  can  be  noted  for  planning  purposes-  For 
example,  the  number  of  children  in  the  age  bracket  of  0-14  in 
the  planning  area  is  seen  as  changing  from  1,299  in  1970  to 
1,597  in  1990  ~-  an  increase  of  about  300,   This  would  indicate 
the  need  of  an  additional  elementary  school  by  that  time  -- 
based  on  the  planning  area  alone,  and  particularly  when  consid- 
ering that  the  school  district  is  larger  than  the  planning  area 
This  increase  in  the  number  of  children  m.ust  also  be  considered 
in  providing  recreational  facilities. 

The  older  age  groups  anticipated  will  have  definite  effect 
in  the  planning  area  as  wellr   In  the  combined  age  groups  of 
15-24  and  25-34  a  total  change  from  1,214  in  1970  to  1,495  by 
1990  is  indicated.   This  approximately  280  person  increase, 
many  of  childbearing  age,  indicates  that  additional  needs  for 
young  families  will  occur  --  more  fire  and  police  protection, 
more  water  and  sewerage  facilities,  etc.   The  older  age  groups, 
from  55  years  up,  does  not  increase  in  total  number  as  much  as 
the  other  groups-   The  planning  area  total  goes  from  626  in 
1970  to  772  by  1990  —  an  increase  just  shore  of  150  persons. 
While  this  is  not  as  large  as  the  other  groups,  it  is  worthy 
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of  note  in  considering  recreational  needs  to  insure  that  there 
are  some  activities  for  all  ages.   These  and  other  consider- 
ations will  be  used  in  the  forthcoming  Maiden  Community  Facil- 
ities Plan. 

These  projected  future  population  figures  are  somewhat 
optimistic  in  view  of  the  actual  population  change  for  Maiden 
in  recent  decades,  particularly  in  the  period  between  19  5  0  and 
1960.   Also,  the  age  groups  projected  could  vary  considerably 
if  the  1950-60  trend  of  outmigration  of  younger  people  contin- 
ues.  However,  there  are  indications  that  new  trends  are  being 
established  since  1960.   The  expansion  of  industry,  the  poten- 
tial of  the  area  for  residential  use  due  to  the  nearness  of 
Lake  Norman  and  the  major  population  centers  of  Hickory  and 
Charlotte,  and  the  growth  and  development  of  the  region  due  to 
major  impact  from  the  furniture  and  textile  manufacture  and 
trade  all  can  have  a  very  definite  impact  on  the  future  Maiden. 

A  most  important  factor  in  the  future  growth  and  develop- 
ment of  the  planning  area  will  be  the  desire  of  the  people 
themselves.   Local  support  will  be  needed  to  finance  the  facil- 
ities that  will  be  needed  for  a  larger  population.   Local  busi- 
ness will  need  to  support  moves  that  will  encourage  growth, 
such  as  more  and  improved  housing,  community  improvement  and 
beau t if ica t ion  projections.   And,  of  course,  there  may  be  those 
who  prefer  no  change  --  but  prefer  to  have  Maiden  remain  the 
same  quiet  town  that  it  has  been  for  several  decades.   To 
determine  the  course  that  Maiden  and  its  citizens  desire, 
definite  goals  should  be  decided  by  the  community  and  its 
leaders  that  are  based  on  what  the  people  want  and  will  be 
willing  to  support. 
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THE  ECONOMY 


EMPLOYMENT 

The  primary  reason  Maiden  was  founded,  as  is  the  case 
with  most  towns,  was  its  employment  or  source  of  income  for 
those  living  there.   Maiden  came  into  being  around  an  early 
mining  and  foundry  operation  which  was  followed  by  cotton 
mills  and  woodworking  plants. 

The  normal  urban  type  economy  is  made  up  of  two  kinds  of 
income  sources  --  these  are  "basic  employment"  and  "non-basic 
employment."   Basic  employment  is  that  which  produces  goods 
for  export  outside  of  the  local  area,  thus  bringing  in  new 
money  from  outside  the  area«   Non-basic  employment  is  that 
which  produces  goods  or  provides  services  that  are  used  locally, 
thus  circulating  money  that  is  already  in  the  area. 

Table  6  gives  the  employment  by  type  of  industry  for  1960 
in  Newton  Township,  exclusive  of  the  Town  of  Newton.   (Data 
is  not  available  for  the  Town  of  Maiden  alone  due  to  the  enumer- 
ation methods  used  for  towns  with  less  than  2,500  population,,) 
The  most  dominant  source  of  employment  is  the  manufacturing 
category  which  involved  well  over  one-half  of  the  employment 
at  the  time.   This  overall  category  was  largely  split  between 
textiles  and  furniture  and  wood  products,  with  only  small  por- 
tions of  the  labor  group  in  other  classifications.   Outside  of 
manufacturing  the  next  largest  single  employment  source  was  in 
construction,  and  this  was  only  5r,9%  of  the  total  of  employed 
persons . 
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EMPLOYMENT  BY  INDUSTRY,  1960 
TABLE  6     NEWTON  TOWNSHIP  IN  CATAWBA  COUNTY  (Excluding  Newton  Town) 

Per       Index 
Employed  Cent  of   of 
in  the    Total     Special- 
_   Industry  Employed  ization" 


Total  Employed 

Agriculture 
Mining 
Construct  ion 


4,175 


165 

3 

246 


3.9 

.  1 

5.9 


.3 

.  5 

1.0 


Manuf a  c  tur  in  g 


2  ,35 


Furniture  &  lumber  &  wood  products 

Metal  industries 

Ma  ch  inery 

Transportation  equipment 

Other  durable  goods 

Food  &  kindred  products 

Textile  &  apparel  products 

Printing,  publishing  &  allied  Indus 

Other  nondurable  goods 


sanitary  service 


Railroad  &  railway  express  service 

Other  transportation 

Communication,  utilities  & 

Who lesale  trade 

Eating  &  drinking  places 

Other  retail  trade 

Business  &  repair  services 

Private  households 

Other  personal  services 

Hosp  itals 

Educational  services 

Other  professional  &  related  services 

Public  administration 

Other  industries  (including  not  reported) 


784 

16 

100 

20 

4 

40 

1  ,338 

24 

32 

9 
87 

49 
60 
61 

400 
69 

130 
80 
32 

145 
68 
57 

156 


56.5 
18 


1.  7 


1 
32 


4 
4 
5 
1 
0 
2 
6 
8 

2 

1 
2 
4 
4 
6 
6 
1 
9 
8 
5 
6 
4 
7 


3.3 

.7 

1.0 


1 


.3 

1.0 
.  7 
.5 
.3 

1  .  I 
.9 
.  6 
.  7 
.4 
.  7 

1.0 
.  5 

1  .2 


Source:   1960  U.S.  Unpublished  Census,  Special  Table  PH-4 
*Spe c ia 1 iza t ion  Index  comparison  with  similar  employment  for 
North  Carolina 
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The  index  of  specialization  for  the  area  is  also  shown  in 
Table  6.   This  index  illustrates  a  relationship  between  employ- 
ment sources  statewide  in  1960  and  that  of  the  Maiden  and  sur- 
rounding Newton  Township  (exclusive  of  the  Town  of  Newton)-  The 
index  is  determined  by  dividing  the  percentage  for  each  major 
source  of  employment  in  the  township  area  by  the  percentage  of 
this  same  type  of  employment  for  the  state  as  a  whole.  There- 
fore, an  index  of  more  than  loO  indicates  that  local  area  was 
more  specialized  in  a  particular  industry  in  1960  than  the 
state;  less  than  1,0  indicates  less  specialization  than  the 
state  in  a  particular  industry.   Such  specialization  is  not 
necessarily  "bad",  but  it  does  give  some  indication  that  diver- 
sification may  be  advisable  within  the  employment  sources  for 
the  community^   This  diversification  would  allow  the  community 
to  suffer  less  than  if,  for  example,  it  depended  entirely  on 
textiles  for  employment  and  the  textile  industry  were  to  exper- 
ience a  slump  on  a  state  or  national  level,    Simply  stated,  the 
index  of  specialization  points  out  any  tendency  by  the  community 
to  "put  all  its  eggs  in  one  basket,." 

Specialization  of  employment  was  evident  in  1960  for  the 
Maiden  (Newton  Township)  area  primarily  in  the  classifications 
of  (1)  furniture,  lumber  and  wood  products,  (2)  textile  and 
apparel  products,  (3)  transportation  equipment,  and  (4)  the 
overall  category  of  manufacturing.   This  is,  of  course,  no 
surprise  in  view  of  the  presence  of  the  local  furniture  and 
textile   industries  that  are  regionally  and  even  nationally 
known.   This  points  out,  however,  that  in  any  efforts  to  recruit 
new  industry  and  other  types  of  business  there  is  an  opportunity 
to  improve  the  local  employment  balance  by  actively  seeking 
employment  sources  other  than  those  in  which  a  trend  toward 
specialization  already  exists. 
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Employment  sources  coming  into  the  area  since  1960  were 
not  indicated  in  the  table.   Recent  interviews  indicate,  how- 
ever, that  the  trend  toward  specialization  in  the  textile  and 
furniture  fields  has  continued.   Most  of  the  new  de^/elopment 
and  the  expansion  of  local  industry  that  were  here  prior  to 
1960  have  been  in  textile  products  in  particular.   It  is  only 
fair  to  point  out  that  there  is  diversification  within  this 
single  industry,  however^   For  example,  local  plants  produce 
industrial  thread,  circular  knitwear,  yard  goods  and  hosiery  - 
rather  than  all  producing  the  same  basic  product.   There  is 
some  relation,  however,  --  a  factor  that  is  evidenced  by  the 
growing  shortage  of  skilled  labor  that  was  noted  by  most  of 
the  employers  contacted.   There  is  little  evidence  of  recent 
industry  location  here  in  entirely  unrelated  fields  such  as 
food  processing,  durable  goods  (other  than  furniture),  whole- 
sale trade  or  services,, 


THE  LABOR  FORCE 

The  economy  must  have  people.   It  is  they  who  provide  the 
knowledge,  manpower  and  the  necessary  force  that  operates  the 
social  and  economic  processes.     In  this  section  we  look  at  the 
factors  of  out m ig ra t ion  ,  unemployment,  skills,  commuting  pat- 
terns and  available  workers. 

Outm Igra  t  ion 

Earlier  in  this  report  it  was  pointed  out  that  the  Town  of 
Maiden  and  Catawba  County  as  a  whole  lost  young  adults  by  out- 
migration  between  1950  and  1960.   This  outmigration  is  costly 
to  a  community  in  several  ways;  particularly  in  the  loss  of 
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income  that  would  have  been  received  and  spent  through  the 
local  economy.   For  example,  some  economists  in  recent  years 
have  placed  a  cost  of  about  $3  5,000  on  the  rearing  of  a  child 
from  birth  through  high  school  --  and  this  would  be  even  higher 
now  in  view  of  the  continued  rise  in  the  cost  of  livings   Using 
this  figure,  it  can  be  assumed  that  a  considerable  amount  of 
money  was  drained  from  the  community  over  the  past  ten  to 
fifteen  years  alone  if  as  much  as  one -third  of  the  people  who 
left  the  community  were  children  of  school  age. 

Manpower  is  also  lost  in  ou tm i gra t i on r   Young,  career-minded 
workers  go  elsewhere  in  the  state  or  nation.   Most  of  these 
potential  workers  have  at  least  a  high  school  education  and 
would  have  acquired  a  skill  in  local  plants  with  a  minimum  of 
training.   This,  coupled  with  the  affects  on  the  overall  popu- 
lation mentioned  in  the  earlier  section  of  this  study  j,  make 
worthwhile  any  efforts  that  are  aimed  toward  encouraging  young 
people  to  stay  in  the  community  and  others  to  locate  here. 


Unemp 1 oyment 

Unemployment  in  the  planning  area  appears  to  have  lowered 
since  the  1960  census,   (In  1960,  the  Catawba  County  unemployed 
portion  of  the  civilian  labor  force  was  3,.  8  7o,  and  4.5%  for  the 
state  as  a  whole,)   A  sample  labor  survey  was  made  in  connection 
with  this  study  in  late  1968,  and  most  employers  contacted  were 
interested  in  hiring  more  workers  immediately.   Of  six  major 
employers  interviewed,  four  anticipated  a  need  for  additional 
workers  within  the  next  three  years  --  ranging  in  need  from 
gradual  expansion  to  increases  in  their  present  work  force  of 
as  much  as  500  persons. 
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Unemployment  in  the  industries  such  as  those  in  Maiden  is 
currently  low.   Releases  to  the  press  by  the  North  Carolina 
Employment  Security  Commission  in  October,  1968,  indicated  that 
unemployment  in  the  state  in  the  major  industries  of  lumber, 
construction,  furniture,  textiles,  hosiery,  and  machinery  had 
resulted  in  the  lowest  industrial  unemployment  rate  in  23  years 
For  recent  years,  the  percentage  of  the  civilian  work  force  in 
Catawba  County  that  was  unemployed  has  averaged  as  follows: 
1967,  3,7%;  1966,3o07o;  and  1 9 65,  3  o  7%.  ** 


Occupa t  ions 

Occupational  information  for  Catawba  County  was  given  in 
the  1960  census  data,  although  this  information  was  not  item- 
ized for  Maiden,   Male  occupations  for  the  county  in  the  pri- 
mary categories  included  operatives  and  kindred  workers  (largely 
textiles),  3  2,07oj  craftsmen,  foremen  and  kindred  workers  (in- 
cludes workers  such  as  brickmasons,  electricians,  mechanics, 
metal  craftsmen,  and  other  craftsmen  such  as  furniture  workers), 
21.5%;  and  managers,  officials  and  proprietors,  9.2%<.   Primary 
female  occupations  in  the  county  were  operatives  and  kindred 
workers,  5,0 7c;  and  clerical  and  kindred  workers,  15»0  7o. 

Occupational  data  is  not  available  for  Maiden  for  1960 
but  there  is  some  relation  between  occupations  locally  and  the 
township  area  Employment  by  Industry  Table  6.    Here  again,  the 
standout  occupations  are  in  textiles  at  32c  2 7o,  furniture  and 
wood  products  at  18.8%,  with  a  distant  third  place  in  retail 
trade  at  9.6%. 

Current  occupational  trends  in  the  Maiden  area  fall  into 


*  S  o  u  r  c  e  : 
*  ''<■  S  o  u  r  c  e  : 


The  Hickory  Daily  Record  ,  October  22,  1968. 

N , C  > Work  Force  Estimates  by  County  and  State ,  North 

Carolina  Employment  Security  Commission,  August,  1968 


26 


TABLE  7 


COMMUTING  PATTERNS,  CATAWBA  COUNTY,  1960 


Counties  in 
Mobility  Pattern 


Went  Out  c 

)f 

Came 

into 

County  to 

Wor 

k 

Count 

y  to 

Work 

83 

846 

453 

1 

,616 

20 

__ 

153 

1 

,146 

32 

492 

16 

. — 

— 

74 

435 

206 

138 

933 

238 

92 

Alexander  County 
Burke  County 
Cabarrus  County 
Ca 1 dwe 1 1  County 
Cleveland  County 
Forsyth  County 
Gaston  County 
Iredell  County 
Lincoln  County 
Mecklenburg  County 
Rowan  County 
Wilkes  County 
Els  ewhe  re 

Subtotals:   Out-commuting 

Net  Gain:    3,461  workers 

Ca  tawba  County 

(res  ide  and 

work) 

Place  of  work  not  reported 

Employed  residents 

Total  employed  in  Catawba 
County  in  1960: 


387 


1  ,963 


27  ,835 
817 


30  ,615 


34,076 


19 


5  ,424 


(Non-res  idents ) 

5  ,424 


Source 


U.  S.  Census  data 
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similar  categories,  with  even  more  emphasis  on  t^extiles  than 
the  county  experienced  in  1960.   For  example,  in  six  major 
industries  contacted  in  or  near  Maiden  there  were  approximately 
1,700  workers.   Of  these,  some  1,200  were  in  textile  occupations 
--  a  total  of  at  least  70 7o.   (Of  this  70%,  about  55 7o  were  female 
workers.   This  figure  held  true,  as  workers  for  all  industries 
contacted  averaged  about  ^5%   male,  557o  female.)   This  current 
occupational  estimate  compares  with  the  40  .  47o  of  North  Carolina 
industrial  jobs  being  in  the  textile  industry  --  a  figure 
recently  released  in  the  North  Carolina  Employment  Security 
Commission's  Annual  Report  for  1967, 


Community  Patterns  and  Available  Workers 

Many  workers  today  are  mobile  and  willing  to  work  outside 
of  their  own  community.   The  willingness  to  commute  to  other 
places  for  work  is  evidenced  by  Table  7. 

Of  course,  with  the  improved  roads  and  more  automobiles 
in  the  state  and  local  area,  it  is  obvious  that  the  commuting 
pattern  of  Maiden  and  the  planning  area  would  indicate  even 
more  mobility  than  in  1960.   Indeed,  industrial  management 
representatives  contacted  in  connection  with  this  study  indicate 
that  workers  daily  commute  to  Maiden  from  10,  15  and  20  miles 
away.   This  range  would  include  parts  of  nine  counties  — 
Catawba,  Alexander,  Iredell,  Mecklenburg,  Lincoln,  Gaston, 
Cleveland,  Burke  and  Caldwell. 

Figure  6  and  its  accompanying  table  gives  the  September, 
1968,  estimate  of  recruitable  workers  within  15  road  miles  of 
Maiden.   This  area,  which  touches  Gaston,  Iredell  and  Lincoln 
Counties  in  addition  to  Catawba  County,  involved  a  1960  popula- 
tion of  78,955  persons  and  presently  has  an  estimated  1,850 
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ESTIMATE  OF  RECRUITABLE  WORKERS  FOR  INDUSTRIAL  EXPANSION 


FIGURE 
6 


Number  of  Recruitable  Production-Related  Workers  within  Area 

Experienced   Type  of  Worker 
Total      Manu-  All  Other        Inexperienced 

Available  facturing     Experienced     but  Referable 
Workers    Workers        Workers  and  Trainable 


Total 
Miles 


Tota  1 


Male  FemaleMale   Female  Male 


Fema 1 e  Ma  1 e 


Fema 1 e 


0-15    1 ,850    555   1,295  185 


425 


220 


535 


150 


335 


Selected  Experienced  Manufacturing  Workers,  by  Industry 


Indu  s  t ry 
Text  iles  , 
inc .  Ho  s  iery 
Appare  1 
Furn  itur  e 
Paper  St.    Allied 


Process  ing 


50 
5 
5 


Ma  ch  ine  Tra  de  s 

100 

5 

20 

5 


Bench  Work 

60 
35 
65 

5 


Source:   Employment  Security  Commission  of  North  Carolina,  October 
16,  1968,  prepared  from  September  Data  for  Maiden,  N.C. 
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persons  available  for  jobs.   These  workers  are  70%  female  and 
range  from  experienced  to  inexperienced  but  trainable  individuals 
as  indicated  by  the  table.   In  addition,  high  school  graduates 
are  entering  the  labor  force  at  the  rate  of  500  per  year  (the 
1967  figure,  excluding  those  who  continued  their  education  or 
did  not  seek  employment). 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  recruitable  workers  mentioned 
include  some  who  are  employed  but  for  some  reason  have  contacted 
an  Employment  Security  Office  concerning  work  (i.e»,  part  time 
workers  seeking  full  time  work,  those  holding  jobs  that  they 
feel  is  below  their  potential,  those  seeking  work  nearer  home, 
or  those  desiring  a  change  for  numerous  other  reasons).   Also 
included  are  housewives,  for  example,  who  are  not  actually 
"unemployed"  in  the  sense  of  being  between  jobs,  but  are  in- 
terested in  entering  the  labor  market  provided  they  can  find 
work  that  is  convenient  to  them.   These  and  other  similar  fac- 
tors, including  the  fact  that  employment  is  rather  competetive 
within  the  15-mile  radius  of  Maiden,  further  emphasize  Maiden's 
need  to  provide  additional  housing  and  other  items  that  will  add 
to  its  attractiveness  as  a  good  place  to  live  and  work. 


RETAIL  TRADE 

The  retail  trade  is  an  important  factor  to  the  economy  of 
a  town^   When  its  local  retail  trade  flourishes,  the  income  from 
many  workers  is  injected  into  the  community  and  touches  many 
other  aspects  of  the  area.   When  retail  trade  is  considerably 
limited  in  the  local  area,  the  citizens  travel  to  larger,  more 
pleasant  shopping  facilities  in  neighboring  towns,  thus  drain- 
ing much  of  the  money  for  goods  and  services  away  from  town  and 
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MAIDEN    RETAIL    TRADE    AREA 

FIG.   No.  7 
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into  other  areas.   The  small  town  of  today  often  finds  itself 
competing  for  its  very  existence  in  retail  trade  ard  several 
related  fields  with  shopping  centers  that  are  miles  away. 

A  graphic  idea  of  the  retail  trade  area  for  Maiden  is 
illustrated  by  Figure  7«   This  fugure  was  drawn  by  use  of 
Reilly's  Law  of  Retail  Gravitation  --  a  mathematical  formula 
developed  in  1929  by  William  J,  Reilly  while  he  was  studying 
at  the  University  of  Texas,   Reilly's  Law  states  that  two 
cities  attract  retail  trade  in  direct  proportion  to  che  popula- 
tion of  the  square  of  the  distance  between  the  two  cities. 
Based  on  the  neighboring  cities  of  Newton,  Lincolnton,  Hickory 
and  Mooresville  and  their  size  and  distance  from  Maiden,  the 
trade  area  of  Maiden  ranges  from  two  to  four  miles  from  the 
center  of  town,  except  for  a  little  more  than  eight  miles  on 
the  Mooresville  side. 

That  the  trade  area  of  Maiden  is  quite  limited  was  also 
brought  out  in.  personal  contacts  made  for  this  study.  Clothing 
needs  for  an  entire  family,  for  example,  are  often  not  met  by 
shopping  locally;  in  fact,  for  many  family  needs,  other  than 
groceries,  there  is  little  variety  to  be  found  without  shopping 
out  of  town . 

Trade  data  from  the  U.S.  Department  of  Commerce  and  from 
State  agencies  such  as  the  Sales  and  Use  Tax  Division  is  pub- 
lished on  a  county  and  major  city  basis,  although  little  infor- 
mation is  a^/ailable  for  the  Maiden  level.   There  is,  however, 
indication  that  retail  sales  have  continued  to  increase  for  the 
general  Catawba  County  area-   The  U.  S„  Department  of  Commerce 
Census  of  Business  notes  an  increase  of  34.5%  (from  $74  million 
to  $9  5  million)  for  the  county  as  a  whole  between  1958  and  1963, 
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and  an  increase  of  2  9  ~.  2X    ($16«3  million  to  $21  «1  million)  for 
the  county  exclusive  of  the  Hickory,  Longview  and  Newton  local- 
ities.  As  late  as  September,  1968,  Catawba  County  produced 
retail  sales  of  more  than  $22,5  million,  but  approximately  1 QX 
of  this  was  generated  in  Hickory.  ■'''   Thus,  while  overall  data 
for  the  county  appears  favorable,  it  is  probable  that  Maiden 
is  failing  to  draw  its  full  share  of  the  retail  trade  of  the 
area  . 

There  can  be  many  reasons  for  a  lack  of  effectiveness  in 
retail  sales,  not  the  least  of  which  is  the  trend  toward  patron- 
age of  the  large,  regional  shopping  centers  around  large  cities 
--  at  the  expense  of  the  small  town  merchants.   There  are  two 
important  means  for  expanding  local  trade,  however,  these  being 
(1)  to  make  the  local  trade  facilities  and  selections  more 
attractive  and  convenient  to  the  local  people,  and  (2)  to  raise 
the  level  of  income  available  to  the  citizens  ~-  thus  providing 
more  money  for  local  circulationc 

Although  not  a  quick  and  easy  job  for  the  small  town  with 
its  many  property  owners  and  limited  financial  means,  the  first 
point  of  attracting  more  shoppers  is  not  impossible.   The  idea 
of  aesthetics  with  convenience  is  weighted  heavily  in  the  con- 
struction of  shopping  centers  and  downtown  renewal  projects 
nationwide.  Design  and  sales  volume  have  been  tied  together  in 
recent  years,  both  in  new  centers  and  in  older  areas  that  have 
been  renewed.   Improved  appearances  plus  the  convenience  (that 
may  be  an  even  more  important  selling  point  of  the  small  mer- 
chant)' of  the  "hometown  stores"  could  well  be  an  important 
turning  point  to  the  Maiden  area„   It  is  obvious  that  several 
downtown  buildings  are  direly  in  need  of  repair  or  replacement, 


^Source:   "Retailers  Here  Set  High  All -Time  Sales  Records,"  the 
Hickory  Daily  Record,  Oct.  22,  1968. 
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and  this  can  have  a  detrimental  affect  on  neighboring  businesses 
that  are  making  some  effort  to  improve  their  situation.   More 
detail  on  this  situation  will  appear  in  the  Land  Development 
Plan  ,  which  follows  in  a  later  section. 

The  matter  of  raising  the  income  level  is  also  difficult 
and  slow  to  achieve,  but  there  is  evidence  that  already  the 
picture  that  was  painted  earlier  in  this  report  from  the  1959 
data  is  improving  considerably.   As  noted  in  this  earlier  sec- 
tion, the  Maiden  area  (Newton  Township)  mean  family  income  in 
1959  was  $4,840  and  the  per  capita  income  was  $1,473-.   Legis- 
lation of  recent  years  has  established  a  minimum  wage  for  inter- 
state operations,  the  present  level  being  $1.65  per  hour.   Even 
at  this  minimum  a  worker  with  a  40-hour  week  would  earn  $86  per 
week  or  from  $4,3  00  to  $4,^7  2  per  year,  depending  on  what  arrange- 
ment was  made  concerning  vacation  t ime =   Estimates  made  in  con- 
nection wich  this  study  indicate  that  the  average  worker  in  the 
Maiden  area  is  possibly  earning  an  even  higher  wage  than  this. 
For  example,  in  a  group  of  employers  contacted  some  gave  annual 
payroll  figures  and  other  were  estim.ated  from  number  of  employees 
and  an  average  weekly  wage.   Based  on  these  payroll  figures,  many 
local  workers  would  be  earning  in  the  range  of  $90  to  $100  per 
week  or  from  $49680  to  $5,200  annually.   (Better  than  average 
wages  are  indicated  by  several  factors,  including  both  the  cali- 
ber of  employment  sources  here  and  the  competition  developed  by 
the  favorable  job  situation  in  the  whole  region.) 

Of  course,  the  cost  of  living  has  increased  along  with  the 
wage  picture,  but  it  is  evident  that  the  retail  situation  here 
can  be  encouraged  by  the  income  picture  currently  at  hand. 
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FUTURE  ECONOMIC  PROSPECTS 


There  are  several  conclusions  that  can  be  drawn  in  look- 
ing at  the  future  economy  of  the  planning  a  rear   There  is,  of 
course,  no  reasonable  mathematical  means  of  projecting  this 
future  picture  as  with  the  numbers  relating  to  population,  but 
these  various  indicators  previously  discussed  can  give  some 
insight  for  use  in  looking  ahead. 

Sources  of  employment,  for  example,  are  plentiful.  Unlike 
some  towns  m  other  parts  of  the  state  that  are  much  larger, 
Maiden  is  fortunate  in  that  new  industrial  operations  have 
located  here  and  older  operations  have  experienced  rapid  ex- 
pansion.  The  factor  of  specialization  in  a  few  types  of  indus- 
try is  quite  evident,  however,  as  was  pointed  out  earlier.  The 
leaders  of  Maiden  and  its  citizenry  should  do  what  they  can  to 
encourage  diversification  in  the  future,  thus  heading  off  a 
major  setback  for  the  entire  community  if  a  regional  or  nation- 
al slack  period  should  result  in  the  industries  that  now  virtu- 
ally support  the  area. 

It  was  noted  too  that  labor  is  tending  to  lean  toward  a 
"tight"  sltuationr   Obviously,  workers  can  be  hired  or  indus- 
try would  not  continue  to  expand  here,  but  here  again  efforts 
can  be  applied  that  will  help  to  keep  the  labor  force  from 
getting  smaller.   Young  people  can  be  encouraged  to  stay  in  the 
area  through  the  construction  of  sound,  attractive  homes  and 
pleasant  neighborhoods,  for  example.   And  training  programs 
should  not  be  overlooked,  in  order  to  continue  to  equip  poten- 
tial workers  with  the  knowledge  needed  in  the  modern  factories. 
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The  income  level  is  improving  continuously,  which  also 
adds  to  the  economic  picture  of  the  future.   As  was  noted, 
numerous  sides  of  the  economic  force  of  the  community  depend 
upon  this  income  in  that  food,  clothing,  shelter,  transporta- 
tion and  other  goods  and  services  will  be  provided  either  from 
within  the  Maiden  area  or  from,  somewhere   else  --  depending 
upon  how  well  those  invol\-ed  in  these  areas  provide  these 
needs  locally^ 

Thus,  the  ecoromic  future  of  Maiden  appears  favorable, 
but  not  without  some  reservations.   With  the  interest  and  en- 
thusiasm of  its  citizens  and  leaders,  however,  these  reserva- 
tions can  surely  be  minimized  and  the  "Maiden,  Town  with  a 
Future",  can  anxiously  look  forwardo 


SUMMARY  AND  CONCLUSIONS 

If  this  study  is  to  be  of  value  to  Maiden  and  its  citizens, 
there  are  lessons  to  be  learned  from  the  past  population  and 
economic  situations  and  steps  to  be  taken  to  change  these  things 
to  make  them  better  in  the  Maiden  of  the  futureo 

The  following  problems  were  noted  and  deserve  attention: 

POPULATION 

->-    Since  19^0,  Maiden  has  continued  to  grow,  but  at  a  rate 

considerably  less  than  the  remainder  of  Catawba  County  or 
North  Carol  ina-^ 
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The  population  in  recent  decades  has  experienced  the 
outmigration  of  young  adults  -•-  a  factor  chat  can  have 
undesirable  affects  on  the  population  and  economy  of 
the  local  area. 

The  Maiden  planning  area  possesses  the  potential  for 
growth  at  a  higher  rate  than  in  the  lecent  past,  but 
this  potential  must  be  exploited  if  this  result  is 
des  ir e  d , 

Income  and  education  levels  for  Maiden  were  better  than 
for  the  State  as  a  whole,  but  there  is  a  reed  for  more 
improvement.   (This  is  particularly  true  in  the  case  of 
the  Negro  citizens  of  the  area,)   Also,  a  need  for  train- 
ing for  industrial  skills  is  evidenced;  this  could  possi- 
bly be  improved  through  more  use  of  the  county  technical 
institute  or  by  establishing  a  technical  school  in  the 
local  vacant  school  building. 

Substandard  housing  appears  to  have  increased  since 
1960,  largely  due  to  the  old,  deteriorating  homes  in 
and  near  Maiden.   This  situation  should  be  improved, 
along  vTitb  meeting  the  need  for  additional  housing  (both 
for  sale  and  rental)  that  has  resulted  from  the  favorable 
job  situation^ 

Projected  population  figures  are  favorable,  but  action 
on  problems  such  as  those  noted  above  will  be  required 
if  the  trend  coward  increase  is  to  be  continued. 


ECONOMIC  STANDPOINT 

--    While  the  present  employment  situation  is  good,  the 

sources  of  employment  should  be  more  diversified^   This 
point  is  particularly  important  in  regards  to  any 
industry  sought  for  location  here  in  the  future. 

The  labor  supply  is  n earing  the  "critical"  point. 
Emphasis  is  needed  on  a  local  level  for  improvement  -- 
particularly  in  the  housing  and  technical  training 
mentioned  earlier. 

--    Outmigxation  of  the  young  is  also  being  felt  in  the  labor 
force,  further  pointing  out  the  need  for  making  the 
Maiden  planning  area  attractive  to  all  ages  as  a  place 
to  live  and  work. 
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Retail  trade  has  improved  to  some  extent,  byt  the  local 
trade  facilities  must  be  made  more  attractive,  conven- 
ient and  varied  in  order  to  draw  local  money  from  the 
more  distance  shopping  areas. 


This  population  and  economic  information  is  intended  to 
form  the  basis  for  further  planning.  It  is  through  planning 
and  implementation  of  its  plans  that  Maiden  will  be  best  pre- 
pared to  meet  the  future  and  what  it  holds  for  the  communitye 
Efforts  should  be  made  to  shape  this  future  as  much  as  possible 
toward  making  the  community  a  better,  safer  and  more  pleasant 
place  CO  live^   More  specific  plans  and  recommendations  toward 
these  goals  will  be  included  in  the  additional  planning  elements 
to  foil ow . 
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LAND  USE  SURVEY  AND  ANALYSIS 


r 


PART  II 


LAND  USE  SURVEY  AND  ANALYSIS 


ACCESS  AND  NATURAL  FEATURES 


The  Maiden  Planning  Area  is  situated  near  the  southern 
boundary  of  Catawba  County,  almost  in  the  center  of  the  south- 
ern portion  of  the  county..   Part  of  the  one-mile  planning  peri- 
meter falls  in  Lincoln  County  due  to  the  nearness  of  the 
Catawba-Lincoln  Line  and  the  southernmost  town  limits^  (Map  2o) 

Maiden  is  directly  served  by  US  3  21  as  it  cuts  across  the 
western  Piedmont  part  of  North  Carolina  from  South  Carolina  and 
leads  across  the   Blue  Ridge  Mountains  into  Tennessee-   The 
nearest  larger  cities  on  this  route  are  Hickory  to  the  north  of 
Maiden  '^^via  Newton  and  Conover)  and  Gastonia  to  the  southc  The 
nearest  other  major  highway  is  NC  16  which  runs  about  eight 
miles  east  of  Maiden,  connecting  Charlotte  with  Newton,  Conover 
and  points  northo   Both  of  these  roads  intersect  with  the 
Statesville  to  Hickory  portion  of  Interstate  40  which  is  now 
partially  complete- 

The  planning  area  terrain  is  from  fairly  flat  to  rolling, 
with  most  of  the  steep  land  located  along  the  banks  of  streams 
immediately  to  the  north,  west  and  south  of  the  central  part  of 
towno   The  larger  streams  are  Maiden  Creek,  which  flows  gener- 
ally from  east  to  west,  and  Clarks  Creek  which  flows  from  north 
to  south  in  the  western  quarter  of  the  planning  area    The  town's 
water  supply  comes  from  an  impoundment  on  a  tributary  of  Maiden 
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Creek  in  the  northeastern  sector  of  the  planning  area.   The 
rolling  topography  provides  fairly  good  drainage  for  the  area, 
with  the  direction  of  flow  in  a  general  east  to  west  direction. 
With  the  steep  banks  that  are  prevalent  with  most  streams  in 
this  area,  flood  plains  are  generally  narrow  and  fall  close  to 
the  streambedso 

From  the  standpoint  of  geology.  Maiden  is  located  on  a 
broad  belt  of  quartz-mica  which  is  under  the  western  half  of 
the  planning  area  and  primarily  a  band  of  hornblende  gneiss 
to  the  west.    Common  minerals  are  present  in  the  soils  (  i  <.  e  o  , 
s i 1 1 iman i t e  ,  kyanite  and  garnet)  but  none  to  the  extent  that 
commercial  mining  is  currently  feasible,    (Early  iron  mining 
gave  the  town  its  start  about  1804,  but  this  activity  was 
discontinued  by  the  late  1800's,) 

Soils  in  the  planning  area  are  predominantly  of  the  Cecil 
group  (includes  Lloyd,  Madison,  Appling,  Seneca  and  Starr 
varieties),*   A  good  portion  of  this  group  is  of  loam,  sandy 
loam  or  gravelly  loam  types  of  soil,  which  have  very  little 
limiting  properties  for  such  urban  uses  as  residential  sub- 
divisions, industrial  of  commercial  development,  roads  and 
intensive  recreation  development*   There  are  some  problem 
areas  where  such  uses  would  be  involved,  however.   Map  3 
gives  a  generalized  indication  of  the  more  severe  problem 
areas  as  compiled  from  a  recent  soil  map  prepared  by  the  U « S , 
Department  of  Agriculture,""   As  shown,  there  is  considerable 
acreage  in  the  vicinity  of  Maiden  that  would  offer  problems 
for  such  items  as  sewerage  systems   (public  or  "community" 
systems  and  septic  tank  fields),  recreation  (even  to  picnic 
areas  and  camp  sites  in  some  areas  along  major  streambeds  — 
due  primarily  to  slope  or  flood  hazard),  light  industries  and 
trafficways  (roads  subject  to  more  than  light  traffic).   Much 


*  S  o  u  r  c  e 
*  *  S  o  u  r  c  e 


USDA  soil  map s  provided  by  Mr,  C„  Wilson  Spencer,  USDA 
Soil  Conservation  Service,  Newton,  N.C. 
Based  on  soil  map  listed  above,  with  interpretation 
assistance  by  Jn  L,  Zimmerman,  Soil  Scientist,  Area  3 
S  oil  Con se r va t ion  Service,  Salisbury,  N„  C. 
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*  S  o  u  r  c  e  : 
**Source ; 
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of  the  problem  areas  are  centered  along  the  several  streams  in 
the  planning  area,  with  the  widest  areas  being  along  Maiden 
Creek  and  Clarks  Creekc   Soils  with  limiting  properties  do  range 
into  areas  away  from  the  streambeds  in  places,  and  anyone  inter- 
ested in  undertaking  most  any  non-agricultural  use  of  land  should 
check  with  the  U»So  Department  of  Agriculture,  Soil  Conservation 
Service  for  detailed  information  concerning  his  property,   A 
countywide  soil  survey  was  completed  in  Catawba  County  in  late 
1968;  some  information  is  available  from  this  survey  now  and  a 
complete  report  on  it  will  be  published  later  this  year. 

The  climate  of  the  area  involves  nothing  that  would  be 
particularly  detrimental  to  urban  development.   Some  shelter 
effect  is  gained  from  the  mountain  ranges  to  the  west  and  north 
of  Maiden  --  the  mean  annual  temperature  is  some  60,6°F  and  the 
mean  annual  precipitation  is  about  45  inches.''^'   The  wind  is  from 
the  southwest  most  of  the  yearo   This  should  be  considered  in 
locating  industry,  particularly  any  that  would  involve  smoke, 
dust  or  noise  that  could  be  carried  by  the  wind. 


*  S  o  u  r  c  e 


Based  on  the  U.S.  Department  of  Commerce  Climatological 
Service  data  for  the  Charlotte,  N.  C,,  area^ 
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EXISTING  LAND  USE  AND  ANALYSIS 

As  suggested  in  the  Introduction  of  the  Maiden  Population 
and  Economic  Study,  analysis  of  the  present  land  use  is  a  basic 
step  in  making  a  future  land  use  plan  for  the  planning  area. 
This  existing  use  of  land  naturally  has  much  to  do  with  such 
questions  concerning  the  future  of  the  area  as  "How,  or  in  what 
direction  is  the  town  to  grow?   How  much  land  should  be  planned 
for  this  use  or  that  use?   What  problems  exist  in  present  devel- 
opment and  how  can  these  problems  be  corrected  or  prevented  from 
occurring  in  future  growth?"  --  and  so  on.   These  and  other 
points  will  be  covered  in  the  following  topics:  (1)  Land  Use 
Quantities,  (2)  Land  Use  Patterns,  (3)  Land  Use  Problems,  (4) 
Housing  Conditions,  (5)  The  Street  System,  and  (6)  Future  Land 
Use  Projections. 


LAND  USE  QUANTITIES 

Table  8  gives  a  quick  look  at  the  overall  use  of  land  in 
the  planning  area  in  late  1968  when  a  "windshield  survey"  of 
existing  land  use  was  taken.,"   A  graphic  view  is  given  on  Map  4 

Only  about  16%  of  the  planning  area  acreage  of  7,622  acres 
is  developed  --  that  is,  being  used  for  such  "urban"  uses  as 
residences,  commercial  and  industrial  activities,  streets  and 
even  park  and  recreation  uses.   Quite  naturally,  the  largest 
percentage  of  this  development  land  is  within  the  town  limits 
of  Maiden  where  some  52%  of  the  land  is  developed  and  48%  is 


*The  survey  was  completed  by  Division  of  Community  Planning 
staff  members,  at  which  time  all  land  uses  were  mapped  by 
travelling  the  streets  in  the  entire  town  and  fringe  areas 
and  recording  each  use  on  a  base  map. 
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EXISTING  LAND  USE  AND  ANALYSIS 
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even  park  and  recreation  useso   Quite  naturally,  the  largest 
percentage  of  this  development  land  is  within  the  town  limits 
of  Maiden  where  some  52 7o  of  the  land  is  developed  and  48%  is 


*The  survey  was  completed  by  Division  of  Community  Planning 
staff  members,  at  which  time  all  land  uses  were  mapped  by 
travelling  the  streets  in  the  entire  town  and  fringe  areas 
and  recording  each  use  on  a  base  map. 
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vacant,,   The  fringe  area  around  the  town  is  only  developed  to 
the  extent  of  about  10%.*   Table  9  gives  a  more  detailed  review 
of  the  developed  portion  of  the  planning  area. 


TABLE  8 


General  Land  Us  e  S  umm a  r  y 


Town  Area 

Fringe  Area 

PI ann  ing  Area 

A  c  r  e  s 

Per  Cent 

Acres 

Per  Gent 

Acr  es 

Per  Cent 

Developed 

Land               571 

Vacant 
( including 
water)            5  28 

51  .8 

48,.  2 

67  5 
5,848 

10.4 
89.  6 

1,246 
6,376 

16.4 
83  «6 

Total            1,099 

10  0.0 

6,623 

100,0 

7,  622 

100,0 

Sources   Division  of  Community  Planning 


TABLE  9 


Land  Use  Summary  by  Use  Catego r y 


T  own  Area 

Fringe  Area 

PI ann  ing  Area 

T  yp  e  of  Us  e         Acres 

Per  Gent 
of  De V  c 
Land 

Acres 

Per  Cent 
of  Dev . 
Land 

Acres 

Per  Cent 
of  Dev  o 
Land 

Residential  26^ 
C  o  mm  e  r  c  i  a  1  2  5 
Public,  Semi- 

Public  5  6 
Industrial  75 
Utilities  & 

Parking  6 
Streets  & 

Railroads           142 

46,7 
4,4 

9.8 
13.1 

1.2 

24.8 

310 
18 

87 

34 

32 

194 

45.9 
2.7 

12.9 
5,0 

4o  7 

28,8 

577 

43 

144 
109 

38 

336 

46.3 
3.6 

11,5 
8,7 

3.0 

26,9 

Total                  571 

100.0 

675 

100,0 

1  ,246 

100,0 

Source:   Division  of  Community  PI ann in 


*Fringe  area,  town  area  and  planning  area  are  defined  in  the 
Introduction  section  of  this  report,  page  3o 
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By  far  the  major  use  of  land  is  for  residential  purposes, 
the  percentage  being  near  46%  of  the  developed  land  both  inside 
and  outside  of  the  town  limits.   The  second  most  use  of  developed 
land  is  for  streets,  being  about  one-fourth  of  the  land  used  for 
urban  purposes  in  both  the  town  and  fringe  areasc   It  is  here 
that  the  similarity  of  land  in  the  town  and  fringe  areas  begins 
to  differ,   however.   For  example,  industrial  land  is  the  third 
largest  category  in  town  (I3ol7o)  while  the  public,  semi -public 
category  (5  7=)  and  utilities  an.d  parking  category  {6.  „7%)    nearly 
tie  for  third  place  in  the  fringe  area  developed  land.   This  is 
due  to  the  fact  that  the  largest  industrial  operations  were 
either  in  town  or  were  annexed  in  recent  years;  and  facilities 
such  as  the  golf  course  (a    public,  semi-public  use)  and  water, 
sewer  and  garbage  operations  (utility  category.)  occupy  large 
parcels  of  land  in  the  fringe  area  around  towno 

For  ease  in  handling  data  used  in  this  and  later  studies, 
the  Maiden  planning  area  was  delineated  into  separate  study 
areas  (Map  2)o   These  study  areas  include  the  central  business 
district  and  five  numbered  areas  --  the  CBD  and  Study  Areas  1 
and  2  inside  town  and  Areas  3,  4,  and  5  comprising  the  fringe 
areas.   A  detailed  breakdown  of  land  use  acreage  is  given  by 
individual  study  areas  in  Table  1 0  <,   Data  from  this  table  need 
not  be  repeated  herej  but  the  information  is  pertinent  in  taking 
a  close  look  at  the  land  use  patterns  to  be  discussed  next,  and 
in  the  computations  for  future  land  use  that  will  be  given  in 
a  later  sectiono 
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LAND  USE  PATTERNS 

Existing  land  use  indicates  that  Maiden  is  tending  toward 
an  elongated  development  pattern  rather  than  the  more  concentric 
form  that  is  sometimes  considered  more  "ideal"  due  to  the  con- 
venience and  shorter  distances  involved  in  the  latter  patterno 
Obviously,  the  railroad  was  initially  built  along  the  "edge"  of 
town  and  earlier  development  was  from  the  railroad  eastward, 
giving  the  elongated  form,  to  the  town  with  the  central  business 
core  almost  all  at  one  end.   This  shape  has  contributed  to  the 
more  recent  development  with  the  result  that  numerous  busin- 
esses are  scattered  along  Main  Street  and  US  3  21  highway  as  it 
enters  town  at  the  southeastern  and  northwestern  cornerso  The 
railroad  was  also  probably  related  to  the  past  segregation  of 
residential  areas,  with  almost  all  of  the  Negro  residents  being 
located  just  west  and  south  of  the  main  part  of  town  across  the 
tracks^   The  town  limit  line  is  so  aligned  that  many  of  these 
homes  are  still  outside  the  town  proper  despite  additions  to  the 
town  through  annexation  in  recent  yearse 

The  railroad  will  no  doubt  continue  to  be  a  problem  by 
hindering  the  development  of  a  central  business  district  that 
is  ideally  compact  and  convenient  to  shoppers,  but  it  is  obvi- 
ous that  it  is  proving  to  be  no  real  barrier  to  other  uses.   The 
high  school  was  built  west  of  it  and  an  attractive  residential 
section  is  growing  up  near  the  school.   Some  of  the  newest  and 
largest  industrial  development  is  also  taking  place  in  the  west- 
ern end  of  t own ^   Most  residential  areas  are  laid  out  nicely  in 
small  "neighborhoods",  most  with  at  leas:  a  grocery  store  and 
one  or  two  other  c  onven  ience- type  bu;^  messes  nearby^.   Industrial 
development  appears  to  be  orderly  also,  with  almost  all  of  the 
"large"  employers  being  sufficiently   set  back  from  the  main 
body  of  town  with  sufficient  traffic  arteries  to  prevent  major 
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traffic  and  safety  problems.   The  American-Efird  plant  and  the 
new  Carolina  Mills  and  Rex  Knitting  operations  are  prime  ex- 
amples of  good  industrial  development. 

In  summary,  the  major  barrier  to  land  use  in  Maiden  has 
apparently  been  the  railroad,  and  except  for  a  unified  central 
business  district  possibilities  it  has  not  held  back  growth  to 
a  great  extento   The  overall  terrain  provides  sufficient  vari- 
ety for  residential  growth  in  particular,  with  still  much  land 
available  that  would  be  level  enough  for  industrial,  commercial 
and  most  other  urban-type  uses«   Problems  with  the  existing 
development  will  be  discussed  in  the  next  section. 


LAND  USE  PROBLEMS 

The  scattered  commercial  activity  or  "strip  development"  is 
one  of  the  major  problems  in  the  land  use  of  the  Maiden  plan- 
ning area  —  the  disadvantages  of  such  development  being  many., 
Scattered  businesses,  for  example,  lack  the  convenience  of  having 
most  of  the  shops  in  a  central  area  where  shoppers  can  park  and 
walk  to  stores  without  moving  their  automobiles  and  finding 
another  parking  place;  traffic  safety  is  hindered  --  offering 
more  places  for  conflict  between  pedestrians  and  automobiles 
and  automobiles  with  each  other  at  the  entrances  and  exits  of 
scattered  development;  incompatible  land  use  is  more  likely  -- 
bringing  heavier  traffic  and  flashing  lights  in  conflict  with 
residential  areas  or  other  business  operations;  and  the  overall 
community  attractiveness  is  generally  affected,  due  to  many 
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signs,  lights,  and  dirt  or  gravelled  parking  areas  rather  than 
having  a  more  unified  sign  and  appearance  arrangement  that  can 
be  realized  with  a  compact,  well-planned  commercial  area. 

Building  condition  and  appearance  is  a  second  major  prob- 
lem --  for  both  residential  and  non-residential  buildings.   As 
will  be  covered  in  more  detail  later,  the  land  use  survey  re- 
vealed that  more  than  one-third  (36»27o)  of  the  housing  in  the 
planning  area  is  substandard  --  that  is,  it  needs  routine  main- 
tenance or  in  some  cases,  complete  removal  or  renewal.   This 
condition  also  exists  in  the  form  of  commercial  and  industrial 
buildings,  many  of  which  are  vacant  and  on  the  verge  of  falling 
downo   Three  or  four  buildings  in  the  area  delineated  as  the 
central  business  district  are  in  this  condition,  as  are  some 
in  outlying  areas.   Such  decay  usually  has  undesirable  effects 
on  neighboring  land  uses,  such  as  loss  in  property  and  tax 
values,  and  the  poor  appearance  caused  by  the  dilapidated  struc- 
tures often  spreads  through  a  sizable  portion  of  the  neighbor- 
hood » 

Poor  street  layout  is  evident.   The  older  part  of  town 
basically  follows  the  grid- type  street  pattern,  with  many 
streets  leading  into  a  deadend  with  no  cul-de-sac  or  turning 
area  at  the  end.   This  brings  on  such  problems  as  sections  of 
streets  that  are  not  continuous,  causing  inconvenience  both  to 
the  average  driver  and  to  emergency  vehicles  such  as  fire  en- 
gines that  need  to  locate  a  point  on  a  street  without  delay. 
Newer  residential  development  is  not  as  bad  on  this  point, 
although  some  do  include  dirt  streets  that  are  poorly  maintained 
Poor  lot  layout  is  also  present,  particularly  in  some  older 
secions  where  very  small  and  dou b  1  e~ f r on t e d  lots  (with  streets 
to  both  the  front  and  rear  of  the  lot)  were  allowed. 
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Routing  of  heavy,  through  traffic  also  presents  problems, 
as  will  be  discussed  in  more  detail  under  the  section  on  the 
street  system.   A  major  cross-country  highway  (US  321)  enters 
town  from  the  southeast,  splits  the  main  part  of  town  and  the 
central  business  district,  then  leads  out  to  the  north.  Need- 
less to  say,  this  greatly  affects  the  local  traffic  patterns 
and  safety  for  both  vehicles  and  pedestrians.   Coupled  with 
few  parking  lots  and  limited  on-street  parking  due  to  the  vol- 
ume of  traffic,  the  through  traffic  is  particularly  damaging 
to  the  "heart"  of  Maiden  and  must  be  changed  before  the  cen- 
tral business  district  can  be  improved  to  any  great  extent. 

Another  problem  that  is  obvious  from  the  survey  is  the 
lack  of  parks  and  recreation  areas  in  the  Maiden  vicinity. 
Excluding  school  playgrounds,  there  are  only  some  80  acres  of 
recreational  land  in  the  planning  area,  and  this  is  largely  the 
private  golf  course  south  of  town  in  Study  Area  3.   There  is  a 
mill-owned  baseball  park  in  Study  Area  1  and  a  swimming  pool  in 
Study  Area  2;  the  only  area  for  picnicking  being  a  small  area 
near  a  drive-in  restaurant   on  US  321  as  it  enters  the  south- 
eastern part  of  town  (this  is  also  private). 

Fortunately,  most  of  the  problems  here  are  on  a  fairly 
small  scale  due  to  the  small  amount  (about  16%)  of  the  total 
land  in  the  planning  area  that  is  now  developed.   Hopefully, 
the  present  planning  efforts  by  officials  and  concerned  citi- 
zens will  correct  most  of  these  problems,  and  will  prevent 
occurrence  of  the  same  mistakes  in  the  future. 
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HOUSING  CONDITIONS 

The  data  compiled  in  Table  11  reveals  considerable  infor- 
mation concerning  available  housing  in  the  planning  area.  Using 
visual  criteria,  based  on  such  exterior  items  as  paint,  weather- 
boarding,  roof,  foundation,  and  other  structural  conditions,  the 
existing  housing  was  inspected  and  classified  during  the  recent 
land  use  survey.   A  grading  system  was  establishedj  giving  a 
grade  of  standard,  deteriorating  or  dilapidated  to  each  house 
in  the  planning  area.   Mobile  homes  were  not  classified  with 
the  more  permanent  type  dwellings  although  they  were  used  in 
overall  counts  and  for  determining  present  population  estimates. 
Table  11  also  gives  the  residential  density  in  dwelling  unit 
per  acre,  based  on  the  residential  acreages  for  each  study  area 
as  given  in  Table  10,   Multi-family  dwelling  units  are  so  few 
that  they  were  not  classed  separately  for  these  computations. 


TABLE  11 

Land  Use  Housing  Survey  Data 

DU'  s 

Stand-       Deteri- 

Di  lap  i- 

S  tudy  per 

Total  Per   ard    Per   orated   Per 

dated 

Per 

Mobile 

Area   Acre 

Units  Cent  Units  Cent  Units    Cent 

Un  it  s 

Cent 

Homes* 

CBD     --       I   100     --    ~-       1      100 

1  2.3    134   100     80  59,1  M  35.1 

2  2.5    536   100    3  63   67.8   155      28,9 


5.  2 
3.  3 


3 
37 


Total 
Town   2.5 


i71   100 


443   66.1   203 


3  0,2 


25 


3.  7 


40 


1.7 
1.5 
1.4 


229 

83 

167 


100 
100 
100 


13  3 

21 

137 


58,0 
25.0 
82  .  1 


77 
35 
27 


33.6 

19 

8.4 

42.0 

27 

33.0 

16.  1 

3 

1.8 

12 
6 
3 


Total 

Fr  inge 

Area   1.5    479 

100 

291 

61.0 

139 

28.9 

49 

10.  1 

21 

Plan- 

n  ing 

Area   2.0  1,150 

100 

734 

63.9 

342 

29.  7 

74 

6.4 

61 

■■■'Mobile  homes  are  not  included  in  the  total  units  figures. 

Source:   Division  of  Community  Planning.  (Definitions  of  the 

classifications  of  standard,  deteriorated  and  dilapidated 
are  given  on  page  15.) 
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The  higher  residential  density  areas  were  Study  Areas  1 
and  2  within  the  town  limits.   There  was  a  total  of  671  dwell- 
ing units  in  town,  with  an  average  density  of  2.5  units  per 
residential  acre.   Surprisingly  enough,  most  of  the  mobile 
homes  (40  of  the  total  61)  were  located  within  the  town  limits. 
Most  of  these  were  in  two  mobile  home  parks,  although  a  few 
were  scattered  through  the  older  residential  a::eas.   The  town 
area  had  the  highest  percentage  (66.1)  of  standard  dwelling 
units  of  the  three  major  divisions  (town,  fringe  area  and 
planning  area),  but  it  also  had  the  highest  percentage  of 
deteriorating  units  (30^2)^  This  was  largely  due  to  the  sever- 
al deteriorating  units  in  the  "mill  village"  near  the  American- 
Efird  plant,  the  older  homes  along  Main  Street,  and  some  deter- 
iorating homes  in  the  western  end  of  town  (Study  Area  l)c 

The  fringe  area  (Study  Areas  3,  4,  5)  had  a  total  of  479 
dwelling  units,  with  an  average  density  of  IcS  dwelling  units 
per  acret.   Condition  of  the  homes  varies  considerably,  ranging 
from  a  high  of  82,17o  in  Study  Area  5  (largely  due  to  the  newer 
homes  in  the  subdivisions  to  the  north  of  town)  to  a  low  of 
only  25c0  7o  standard  units  in  Study  Area  4  (primarily  the  Negro 
section  in  the  west  and  south  portions  of  the  planning  area). 
Study  Area  4  also  had  the  highest  number  of  dilapidated  units 
(33.0%),  compared  to  Study  Area  3  (8.47o)  and  Study  Area  5  (only 
1,8%) » 

An  interesting  and  revealing  comparison  of  the  five  study 
areas  is  obtained  by  combining  the  deteriorated  and  dilapidated 
categories  to  give  a  substandard  figure.   In  this  view,  Study 
Areas  1  and  2  are  very  close  at  33. 9  7c  and  32c2  7o   substandard, 
respectivelyo   Study  Area  3  had  42-0  7,  substandard  since  it  had 
several  deteriorating  and  slightly  more  dilapidated  units  in 
the  rural  finge.   Study  Area  ^    had  a  full  75^0%  substandard  -- 
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again  the  units  involved  here  being  largely  the  Negro  community^ 
Study  Area  5,  involving  almost  all  of  the  land  outside  the  town 
limits  that  has  been  subdivided  for  residential  use  in  recent 
years,  was  only  17,9%  substandard,    (These  figures  compared  with 
substandard  dwelling  figures  of  the  1960  Census,  14,57o  and  ■^8c7% 
for  Negroes,  indicate  a  trend  toward  more  substandard  homes= 
Apparently  many  older  homes  have  continued  to  decline,  while  new 
homes  have  not  been  built  in  sufficiently  large  number  to  off- 
set this  d e  cl  i n e  o ) 

In  summary,  the  primary  cases  of  substandard  housing  in 
the  planning  area  are  (1)  large,  older  horo.es  that  are  now  poorly 
maintained,  (.2)  "mill  houses"  that  were  built  on  small  lots  (these 
houses  and  neighborhoods  have  been  allowed  to  rundown")  ,  (3)  old 
poorly  maintained  frame  rural  homes,  and  (<^)  small,  poorly  con- 
structed and  maintained  homes  in  the  Negro  community ^   Basic 
facilities  such  as  water  and  sewer  are  lacking  in  some  of  these 
areas,  particularly  in  the  Negro  community,  and  while  there  are 
few  unpaved  streets  there  are  several  paved  streets  that  are 
narrow  and  poorly  lighted.   There  are  few  sidewalks  except  along 
Main  Street*   These  factors,  together  with  some  poorly  platted 
streets  and  lots,  low  income  and  an  apathetic  view  toward  prop- 
erty maintenance  are  apparently  the  most  basic  reasons  for  the 
existing  residential  blighto 

It  was  recommended  in  the  Population  and  Economic  section 
of  this  report  that  a  Housing  Commission  be  established  in  Maiden 
to  focus  attention  on  the  local  housing  needs.   This  commission 
should  be  able  to  determine  if  a  public  housing  program  ~-  to 
supply  low-rent  housing  to  families  with  low  income  -■-  is  needed 
here.   (There  is  some  indication  to  that  effect,  but  more  infor- 
mation is  needed.   The  forthcoming  Neighborhood  Analysis  will 
pinpoint  some  causes  of  blight  in  Maiden  and  will  offer  recom- 
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mendations  for  improving  such  conditions  on  both  the  town  and 
neighborhood  level.)   Maiden  has  the  authority  to  establish  a 
Housing  Authority  to  administer  a  housing  program  (N.C.  General 
Statutes,  Chapter  157),  and  there  are  provisions  for  support  of 
such  a  program  from  the  Federal  Government  (i.e,  ,  grants  and 
Loans  for  planning,  construction,  management,  etc.). 


THE  STREET  SYSTEM 

US  321  carries  a  heavy  traffic  volume  through  Maiden,  and 
this  is  apparently  continuing  to  increase.,   It  carried  an  aver- 
age daily  county  of  5,500  vehicles  in  1967  near  its  intersection 
with  SR  1855  (Little  Mountain  Road)  in  eastern  Maiden.   This 
count  was  5,300  vehicles  per  day  at  the  same  point  in  1966» 
This  same  highway  (Main  Street  in  downtown  Maiden)  carried,  in 
1967,  6,700  vehicles  daily  near  its  turn  north  on  Carolina 
Street,  compared  with  5,450  vehicles  daily  near  this  point  in 
1966»   At  the  northern  edge  of  town  the  count  was  4,950  vehicles 
per  day  in  1967  and  4,150  vehicles  per  day  in  1966.   With  a 
suggested  practical  capacity  of  5,700-8,200  vehicles /day  for 
this  type  facility,  US  321  through  Maiden  is  fast  approaching 
the  need  for  one-way  traffic  or  complete  removal  of  parking.''^ 


*Based  on  North  Carolina  State  Highway  Commission  recommendations 
for  typical  capacities  with  10 7o  of  the  24-hour  volume  during 
peak  hour s . 
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The  daily  traffic  count  falls  off  sharply  on  the  other 
streets,  US  321  being  the  only  "major"  highway  through  town. 
West  Main  Street  carried  959  vehicles  per  day  in  1967,  for 
example,  at  a  point  near  the  western  town  limits.   The  count 
on  Main  Avenue  near  the  southern  town  li  its  was  900  vehicles 
per  day.   These  lesser  streets  had  little  change  in  daily 
average  volume  from  the  1966  county.   (See  Map  5  for  1967 
average  daily  traffic  counts  for  roads  on  the  State  Highway 
System  within  the  Maiden  planning  area.) 

Except  for  US  321  there  is  no  "major"  traffic  artery 
coming  into  Maiden,  although  it  does  have  an  arterial  system 
of  sorts  via  the  minor  paved   county  roads.   US  321  is  also 
the  biggest  "problem"  at  this  point  as  well,  since  it  must  be 
limited  to  parallel  parking  in  town  due  to  its  narrowness  and 
the  traffic  volume^   This  puts  parking  space  at  a  premium  in 
the  central  business  district  area  because  of  limited  off- 
street  parking,  in  addition  to  the  hazards  of  the  heavy  traf- 
fic as  it  cuts  through  the  heart  of  town.   A  thoroughfare 
plan  will  be  an  important  part  of  the  Land  Development  Piano 
Other  improvements  needed  will  also  be  covered,  such  as 
needed  traffic  signs,  paving,  etCo,  for  minor  streets  as  well 
as  the  major  thoroughfares. 


FUTURE  LAND  USE  PROJECTIONS 

Heretofore  this  land  use  study  has  been  concerned  with  an 
enumeration  and  analysis  primarily  of  the  present  developed 
land.   At  this  point  it  would  be  well  to  think  not  only  of  the 
present  land  that  is  being  used  for  development,  but  to  tie  it, 
the  projected  future  population  from  the  Population  and  Economic 
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Study ,  and  the  vacant  land  together  in  terms  of  anticipated 
needs  for  future  land  use.  In  other  words,  look  at  present 
land  use,  relate  it  to  anticipated  future  population  and 
trends  in  the  use  of  land  that  will  probably  come  in  the 
future,  then  make  an  estimate  of  additional  land  that  will 
be  needed  for  the  various  land  use  categories  over  the  next 
2  0  years. 

In  the  Population  and  Economic  Study  for  Maiden,  it  was 
estimated  that  the  population  of  the  planning  area  as  of 
August,  1968,  was:  Town,  2,275  persons;  Fringe,  1,775  persons; 
Planning  Area  total  of  4,050  persons.   This  estimate  was  based 
on  the  actual  count  of  the  number  of  dwelling  units  taken  dur- 
ing the  land  use  survey  at  that  time  and  a  rate  of  3.2  persons 
per  dwelling  unit  in  town  and  3.55  per  dwelling  unit  in  the 
fringe  area  (these  rates  from  the  1960  Census  for  Maiden  and 
Catawba  County,  respectively).   Using  the  population  projec- 
tions from  the  Population  and  Economic  Study  ,  it  is  indicated 
that  the  town  population  should  reach  2,904  by  1990  (an  increase 
of  27.6%),  and  the  surrounding  fringe  area  will  reach  2,248  by 
this  date  (an  increase  of  26,6%).   These  projections  are  modest 
and  such  growth  could  no  doubt  be  accommodated  within  the  town 
itself  in  view  of  the  large  amount  of  vacant  land  there  now 
(see  Table8,   General  Land  Use  Summary).   It  is  at  this  point 
that  other  factors  must  be  considered  along  with  population  as 
to  future  land  use  requirements. 

As  is  the  case  with  so  many  areas  today.  Maiden  residents 
are  seeking  more  room  for  their  homeso   In  the  housing  survey 
data,  Table  11,  it  was  shown  that  residential  density  within 
town  (the  older  homes)  is  about  twice  that  of  che  residential 
density  in  the  fringe  area  (where  many  of  the  newer  homes  are 
built).  This  trend  is  verified  by  looking  at  tax  maps  and  other 
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Table  12 


Existing  Land  Use  Quantities  and 
Projected  Additional  Needs 


Use 
(a) 


Present 

Acreage 

(b) 


Ac  re- 
age 

per  100 

Persons 

(c) 


Projec- 
tion 
Factor 
(d) 


Additional  Acreage 
Needed  by: 


1980* 

( cxdx5. 8) 


19  90""^ 
(cxdx5o  2) 


Re  s  ident  ia  1 

Commer  c  ia  1 

Pub  lie,  Semi- 
Public 

Indus  t r  ia  1 

Utilities  and 
Park  ing 

Streets  and 
Ra  ilroads 

Tota  1 


577 
43 

144 
109 

38 

336 


14.2 
1.  1 

3.6 
2.7 


8.6 


2  .0 
1.0 

4.0 
3.0 

3„0 

2.0 


165 
6 

84 
47 

16 

100 


148 
6 

75 
42 

14 

89 


1,246 


31.1 


418 


374 


''Based  on  planning  area  population  increase  of  580  persons  by 
1980. 
""Based 
and  19' 


on  planning  area  increase  of  522  persons  between  1980 
90. 


Example:   Residential  land  (column  a)  is  now  577  acres  (column 
b).   This  figure  is  divided  by  the  present  estimated 
planning  area  population,  4050,  in  hun dr eds  ( 40 . 5  )  , 
giving  14.2  acres  per  100  persons  (column  c).   A  pro- 
jection factor  is  assumed,  based  on  land  use  trends 
in  the  area  and  anticipated  future  use  (column  d). 
Additional  land  is  then  projected  for  1980  and  for 
1990  by  multiplying  columns  c  and  d  by  the  projected 
population  increase  anticipated  for  these  years  in 
hundreds  of  persons  (5,8  for  1980  and  5.2  for  1990). 

Source:   Division  of  Community  Planning 
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maps  showing  property  lines  —  most  new  development  involves 
lots  that  are  at  least  two  or  three  times  as  large  as  those 
in  the  older  parts  of  town.   This  trend  toward  larger  parcels 
of  land  is  true  with  other  land  uses  as  well.   Industrial 
development  now  requires  large  tracts  with  room  for  loading  and 
moving  large  equipment,  parking  space  for  employees,  etc.   This 
is  reflected  in  such  facilities  as  the  new  Rex  Knitting  opera- 
tion in  west  Maiden,  and  the  Carolina  Mills  addition  north  of 
town.   This  same  trend  is  generally  true  with  most  commercial 
operations  and  other  land  uses;  roads  must  be  built  wider  now 
than  in  the  past,  and  older  roads  are  being  widened  or  new  lanes 
added. 

Table  12  relates  numerically  the  existing  land  use,  certain 
trends  and  change  factors  such  as  those  discussed  above,  and  the 
population  figures  (present  and  projected)  to  give  additional 
land  acreage  needed  for  the  various  use  categories.   For  this 
numerical  determination,  the  "acres  per  100  persons"  method  of 
analysis  was  used.   Present  population  and  projected  populations 
were  divided  by  100,  for  example,  to  give  a  numerical  factor  for 
land  use  quantities  here.   The  projection  factor  comes  from 
changing  space  needs  such  as  those  discussed  in  the  previous 
paragraph  and  other  needs  that  will  be  discussed  individually 
below. 

Again  referring  to  the  projected  population  figures  of 
4,630  persons  in  the  planning  area  by  1980  and  5,152  persons  by 
19  90  (compared  with  the  present  estimate  of  4,050  persons). 
Table  12  translates  these  increases  into  additional  acreage 
needed  for  the  various  land  uses.   For  example,  the  existing 
residential  use  of  577  acres,  of  14.2  acres  per  (present)  100 
persons  is  given.   The  1980  population  increment  (in  lOO's)  is 
multiplied  by  the  present  acreage  per  100,  then  by  the  "pro- 
jection factor"  of  2,0  to  arrive  at  approximately  165  acres  of 
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additional  residential  land  needed  by  1980.   This  same  method 
is  followed  for  the  522-person  increase  be::vTeer.  1980  and  1990. 
A  larger  than  1=1  ratio  v;as  used  for  the  projection  factor  here 
due  to  the  trend  locally  toward  larger  lotj  lower  residential 
density  already  discussedo 

The  same  type  of  computation  for  future  commercial  acreage 
is  followed  in  Table  12  as  for  residential  acreage,  except  a 
1:1  factor  is  used  in  the  acreage  projection.   This  factor  was 
used  due  to  the  number  of  vacant  commercial  buildings  noted 
during  the  land  use  survey,  the  dilapidated  buildings  in  the 
central  business  district  that  indicate  some  lack  in  demandfor 
commercial  space,  etCo   It  is  felt  that  the  12  acres  in  total 
additional  commercial  land  in  the  planning  area  by  1990  would 
surely  be  adequate  for  the  population  projected,  particularly 
if  the  present  dilapidated  and  vacant  structures  are  put  into 
commercial  use  as  the  need  for  additional  space  arises^ 

The  projection  factor  of  ^,0  for  public,  semi -public  was 
used  due  to  t  h"e  inadequacy  of  the  present  recreational  space 
as  noted  earlier  in  this  report.   The  National  Recreation 
Association  and  other  national  organization  standards  generally 
recommend  at  least  10  recreational  acres  per  1,000  population, 
and  the  amount   of  land  calculated  would  provide  for  this  level 
by  the  years  indicated. 

The  industrial  land  factor  allows  fof  continued  industrial 
expansion,,   Since  the  planning  area  now  has  a  sizable  amount 
of  industrial  land,  it  is  not  as  likely  to  need  a  vast  amount 
for  new  Indus  try «   The  total  additional  acreage  of  89  acres 
would  provide  an  increase  of  more  than  80%  over  the  present 
109  acresr 
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Utilities  and  parking  land  projected  adds  16  acres  by 
1980  and  14  more  acres  by  1990o   A  higher  factor  was  used 
here  than  in  some  uses  due  to  the  need  for  expansion  of  this 
present  use,  particularly  in  parking  areac   More  parking  is 
needed  badly  in  the  central  business  district  as  well  as  some 
other  commercial  arease 

Streets  and  railroads  are  large  items  in  present  land 
use  and  no  doubt  will  continue  to  be  in  the  future.   The  rail- 
road portion  is  less  likely  to  expand  to  any  great  degree, 
but  the  streets  will  need  to  be  enlarged  in  some  areas  and 
new  routes  provided  around  the  main  part  of  town  as  traffic 
continues  to  rise  on  the  US  321  highwayo   Better  design  in 
town  and  subdivision  street  layout  can  save  some  space,  how- 
ever, and  thus  the  smaller  projection  factor  was  usedo 

In  summary,  Table  12  indicates  that  a  total  of  792  addi- 
tional acres  of  land  will  be  needed  for  urban-type  uses  by 
1990o   In  order  of  amounts  of  land  projected  this  will  in- 
clude 313  acres  for  residential  use;  189  acres  for  streets; 
159  acres  for  public,  serai-public  uses;  89  acres  for  industry; 
30  acres  for  utilities  and  p  arking;  and  12  additional  acres 
for  commercial  usee 

The  natural  questions  that  follow  concerning  this  addi- 
tional land  projected  include,  "Where  should  this  acreage  be 
used  --  that  is,  where  is   the  best  location  for  additional 
residential  and  commercial  development,  etCo,?   Where  can 
additional  park  land  be  to  best  serve  the  people  and  take 
good  advantage  of  available  land?,  or  Where  can  US  321  be 
routed  to  free  the  Maiden  central  business  district  from 
heavy  traffic?"     The  following  Land  Development  Plan  element 
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of  the  current  planning  program  will  give  the  answers  to  some 
of  these  questions.   In  it  certain  goals  will  be  set  up,  based 
on  how  local  people  feel  their  town  should  grow  and  develop, 
then  specific,  geographical  areas  will  be  delineated  for  the 
various  land  uses  according  to  these  goals  and  the  all-around 
best  use  of  the  land  itself.   It  will  also  suggest  ways  of 
implementing  the  plan  and  thus  achieving  some  of  the  long-range 
goals  that  will  make  Maiden  a  better  place  to  live. 
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LAND  DEVELOPMENT  PLAN 


PART  III 
LAND  DEVELOPMENT  PLAN 
PURPOSE 

The  Land  Development  Plan,  Map  6  ,  has  been  prepared  by 
the  Maiden  Planning  Board  with  the  assistance  of  the  Division 
of  Community  Planning-   This  plan  has  the  primary  purpose  of 
serving  as  a  guide  for  the  long-range  physical  development  in 
the  Maiden  planning  area.   It  is  not  merely  a  colored  map,  but 
is  a  comprehensive,  logical  proposal  intended  to  represent 
development  in  the  community  for  the  next  twenty  years.  Drawing 
from  the  material  presented  earlier,  this  plan  is  intended  to 
assist  the  Maiden  citizens  and  officials  in  looking  far  enough 
into  the  future  to  anticipate  and  solve  development  problems, 
and  yet  be  close  enough  to  the  present  to  allow  for  practical, 
concrete  action. 


GOALS  AND  STANDARDS 

Just  as  a  building  must  have  a  strong  foundation  and  frame- 
work to  be  structurally  sound,  a  plan  for  community  growth  and 
development  must  have  sound  underlying  goals  and  standards  to  be 
of  lasting  service  to  the  people  of  that  community.   The  follow- 
ing goals  were  among  those  considered  in  the  formation  of  the 
Maiden  Land   Development  Plan. 


1.  The  preservation  of  the  qualities  of  the  community  that 
have  attracted  people  in  the  past,  such  as  its  small  town 
character   and  its  naturally  beautiful  surroundings. 

2,  To  coordinate  and  give  order  to  the  community's  future 
physical  and  economic  growth,  encouraging  new  development 
to  make  as  much  use  as  possible  of  existing  facilities, 
such  as  streets  and  waterlines. 
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3.  To  provide  for  an  adequate  system  of  streets  and  walkways, 
coordinating  this  sytem  with  desirable  land  use  patterns 
to  achieve  safe  and  efficient  movement  of  people  and  goods 
to,  within  and  from  the  area. 

4.  Soils  and  topographic  conditions  should  be  considered  in 
the  determination  of  locations  for  future  land  uses.  Larger 
lots  should  be  the  rule  where  there  is  no  sewer  service. 

5.  Adjoining  land  uses  should  be  compatible  —  undesirable 
combinations  of  land  uses  should  be  discouraged  through 
the  use  of  natural  or  man-made  barriers^, 

6.  To  encourage  the  correction  of  problems  such  as  deterior- 
ation and  congestion,  and  to  work  toward  the  prevention 
of  these  and  other  blighting  factors  i  n  the  community 

in  t  he  f  u t ur  e  . 


FUTURE  LAND  USE 

It  was  pointed  out  in  the  Land  Use  Survey  and  Analysis  por- 
tion of  this  report  that  some  792  additional  acres  will  be  needed 
for  future  urban-type  development  in  the  Maiden  planning  area 
--  418  acres  being  programmed  for  use  by  1980,  and  an  additional 
3  74  acres  by  1990.   Detailed  proposals  concerning  the  use  of  this 
additional  land  follows  for  the  major  uses  of  residential,  com- 
mercial, public,  semi-public,  and  industrial  activities.   A  dis- 
cussion is  also  included  concerning  the  land  needed  for  utili- 
ties and  transportation,  plus  factors  concerning  the  vacant  or 
"un-used"  land  within  the  planning  area.   Finally,  a  proposed 
Maiden  Thoroughfare  Plan  is  outlined  in  the  latter  part  of  this 
section  on  future  land  use. 
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3.  To  provide  for  an  adequate  system  of  streets  and  walkways, 
coordinating  this  sytem  with  desirable  land  use  patterns 
to  achieve  safe  and  efficient  movement  of  people  and  goods 
to,  within  and  from  the  area, 

4.  Soils  and  topographic  conditions  should  be  considered  in 
the  determination  of  locations  for  future  land  uses.  Larger 
lots  should  be  the  rule  where  there  is  no  sewer  service. 

5.  Adjoining  land  uses  should  be  compatible  --  undesirable 
combinations  of  land  uses  should  be  discouraged  through 
the  use  of  natural  or  man-made  barriers^ 

6r    To  encourage  the  correction  of  problems  such  as  deterior- 
ation and  congestion,  and  to  work  toward  the  prevention 
of  these  and  other  blighting  factors  i  n  the  community 
in  the  future  . 


FUTURE  LAND  USE 

It  was  pointed  out  in  the  Land  Use  Survey  and  Analysis  por- 
tion of  this  report  that  some  792  additional  acres  will  be  needed 
for  future  urban-type  development  in  the  Maiden  planning  area 
--  418  acres  being  programmed  for  use  by  1980,  and  an  additional 
3  74  acres  by  1990.   Detailed  proposals  concerning  the  use  of  this 
additional  land  follows  for  the  major  uses  of  residential,  com- 
mercial, public,  semi-public,  and  industrial  activities.   A  dis- 
cussion is  also  included  concerning  the  land  needed  for  utili- 
ties and  transportation,  plus  factors  concerning  the  vacant  or 
"un-used"  land  within  the  planning  area.   Finally,  a  proposed 
Maiden  Thoroughfare  Plan  is  outlined  in  the  latter  part  of  this 
section  on  future  land  use. 
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RESIDENTIAL  PROPOSALS 

The  future  land  use  projections  in  the  Land  Use  Survey 
and  Ana  lysis  portion  indicated  that  some  313  additional  acres 
of  land  will  be  needed  for  residential  purposes  in  the  planning 
area  for  the  planning  period  to  1990»   This  additional  acreage 
was  given  in  two  increments  --  165  acres  needed  by  1980,  and 
1A8  acres  more  needed  by  1990.   In  delineating  the  areas  for 
the  future  residential  land,  several  reasons  were  considered. 
Some  of  the  basic  justifications  for  residential  land  use 
include: 


1.  Utilities  are  available,  or  the  area  proposed  is  near 
enough  to  existing  utility  service  that  the  service  could 
be  extended  at  a  reasonable  cost. 

2.  The  land  is  generally  within  the  slope  range  of  5  to  15 
per  cent,  allowing  for  development  without  heavy  costs  of 
having  to  overcome  construction  problems  often  encountered 
on  steeper  terrain, 

3.  There  are  no  major  soil  problems  in  the  areas  that  would 
hinder  residential  development,  such  as  high  shrink-swell 
ratio,  soils  that  will  not  support  the  use  of  septic  tanks 
(where  this  method  of  sewage  disposal  is  necessary)  ,  and 
soils  that  are  subject  to  flooding  or  extreme  wetness. 

4.  Convenience  to  work,  commercial  areas,  schools,  and  other 
public  facilities,  yet  with  protection  from  nuisances  and 
incompatible  land  uses. 

5.  Adequate  space  for  the  planned  "neighborhood  unit"  --  a 
residential  development  that  is  designed  for  such  facilities 
as  school,  church,  recreation  areas  and  shopping  areas  all 
within  convenient,  safe  walking  distance. 

6 .  Space  for  larger  lots  where  there  are  no  sewer  lines  avail- 
able due  to  particular  problems  such  as  soils  and  topo- 
graphy. 

7.  Functional  street  patterns,  providing  for  heavier  traffic 
on  certain  streets,  with  collector  streets  feeding  into 
the  major  streets.   Pedestrian  and  vehicular  movements 
should  be  safe  and  as  nearly  as  possible  separate. 
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The  residential  areas  proposed  for  the  future  Maiden  are 
delineated  on  the  Land  Development  Plan  Map  in  two  stages. 


STAGE  ONE 

This  residential  development  proposal  denotes  existing 
land  used  for  residential  purposes  and  sufficient  land  to  pro- 
vide at  least  the  165  additional  acres  projected  for  this  use 
by  1980,   This  land  is  either  now  served  by  water  and  sewer 
services,  or  could  be  served  by  extending  nearby  lines.   It 
would  largely  make  use  of  existing  streets  as  well,  and  would 
tend  to  keep  the  overall  growth  pattern  in  a  rather  compact, 
oval  shape,  rather  than  continuing  to  elongate  the  pattern. 
This  latter  factor  is  worthy  of  consideration  in  connection 
with  planning  for  future  public  facilities  and  their  service 
areas.   As  indicated  on  the  map,  this  "Stage  One"  involves 
some  expansion  around  existing  in~town  residential  areas,  plus 
expansion  in  larger  tracts  at  the  northwest  and  northeast 
corners  of  the  existing  town  limits. 


STAGE  TWO 

Development  delineated  for  this  portion  of  the  plan  would 
provide  for  the  continued  swelling  of  residential  space  pro- 
jected for  the  period  between  1980  and  1990.   It  could  also  be 
served  with  utilities  fairly  easily  by  extension  of  existing 
coverage™   Centered  largely  south  of  the  existing  town  limits 
and  the  golf  course  area,  this  area  would  continue  to  favor  the 
more  compact,  oval  shaped  development  pattern^ 

One  final  stage  of  development  that  is  possible  is  not 
delineated  --  that  of  further  spreading   of  residential  devel- 
opment into  the  present  rural  fringe  area  around  the  existing 
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town  limitSr   In  the  event  of  a  much  more  rapid  growth  picture 
than  that  projected,  or  in  the  case  of  an  increased  demand  by 
those  individuals  who  prefer  the  more  secluded,  estate -type 
development,  spill  over  into  the  fringe  area  could  well  occur 
on  a  rather  extensive  basis  within  the  next  20  years.   This 
outlying  development  is  likely  to  occur  near  existing  subdi- 
visions and  on  major  roads. 

There  were  61  mobile  homes  in  the  planning  area  when  the 
land  use  survey  was  taken  in  late  1968  (some  5  7„  of  all  dwelling 
units).   Recent  field  checks  indicate  that  this  number  is  in- 
creasing fairly  rapidly  --  both  in  town  and  in  the  fringe  area. 
Attractive,  safe  and  healthy  mobile  home  parks  can  be  an  asset 
to  a  town,  and  can  be  provided  if  proper  location  and  design 
(aided  by  effective  zoning)  are  coupled  with  sufficient  water 
and  sewerage  facilities^  Three  mobile  home  park  sites  are  pro- 
posed on  the  Land  Development  Plan,  in  addition  to  the  existing 
one  at  the  eastern  edge  of  town  on  Island  Ford  Road.   The  pro- 
posed sites  are:  (1)  north  of  the  Ame r ica n- E f ir d  plant,  on  the 
east  side  of  Fourth  Avenue;  (2)  northwest  of  the  Maiden  cemetery 
between  North  First  Avenue  and  the  Maiden  Creek  flood  plain; 
and  (3)  beyond  the  "D"  Avenue  extension,  just  south  of  Shady 
Branch^   All  of  these  sites  would  offer  the  convenience  of  being 
close-in  to  town  and  are  on  or  near  existing  water  and  sewer 
1 ine  s  s 


COMMERCIAL  PROPOSALS 

As  reflected  in  Table  12  of  the  Land  Use  Survey  section, 
extensive  enlargement  of  commercial  area  in  Maiden  is  not 
anticipated,   A  total  of  12  acres  is  projected  for  additional 
commercial  use  --  6  acres  by  1980  and  some  6  more  by  1990. 
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Some  basic  considerations  are  required  in  setting  aside  Land 
for  commercial  use.   These  considerations  include: 


1.  Protection  and  improvement  of  the  central  business 
district  through  the  development  of  an  attractive 
business  environment. 

2.  Encouragement  of  growth  that  is  compact,  convenient 
and  has  easy  access  from  all  parts  of  the  community, 

3.  Provision  for  safe  and  efficient  circulation  for  foot 
and  auto  traffic,  with  sufficient  parking  space. 

4.  Compatible  neighboring  land  uses  for  the  commercial 
areas,  with  "buffer  zones"  where  necessary  to  prevent 
blighted  areas  from  developing  as  a  result  of  residential 
land  uses  being  exposed  to  noise,  traffic  or  unsightly 
loading  areas. 


The  Population  and  Economic  section  and  Land  Use  Survey  and 
Ana  lysis  section  of  this  report  pointed  out  the  need  for  reju- 
venation of  the  central  business  district  (CBD)  in  Maidenc  The 
type  of  improvement  needed  here  is  not  just  a  coat  of  paint 
(although  even  this  sometimes  makes  a  remarkable  difference), 
but  an  intensive  program  toward  upgrading  the  entire  CBD  area. 
Some  buildings  could  be  greatly  improved  with  fairly  minor 
remodeling  of  the  interior  as  well  as  the  exterior,  e.g.  ,  store 
fronts,  display  tables  and  cases,  lighting,  etCc   Others  should 
be  completely  removed  and  replaced. 

Convenient,  attractive  parking  areas  should  be  provided  in 
the  CBD  area.   Space  that  is  now  vacant  could  be  combined  with 
the  additional  space  that  would  result  from  the  removal  of  some 
of  the  dilapidated  buildings  and  turned  into  paved,  neatly  land- 
scaped lots  for  parking.   This  coupled  with  tasteful,  yet  rela- 
tively inexpensive,  wood  or  concrete  benches  and  other  "street 
furniture"  could  transform  the  downtown  area  into  a  pleasant 
area  to  go  to  shop.   Along  with  this  treatment,  the  stores  that 
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are  adjacent  to  the  parking  areas  could  provide  rear  entrances, 
again  adding  to  the  attractiveness  and  convenience  to  shoppers. 
In  short,  the  commercial  area  of  downtown  Maiden  (and  the  out- 
lying commercial  areas)  could  be  turned  into  two  or  more  small 
"shoppers'  malls"  at  an  expense  that  would  be  much  less  than  a 
complete  downtown  renewal  or  construction  of  one  large  mall. 

Considerable  cooperation  among  merchants  would  be  required 
to  implement  such  a  CBD  atmosphere  in  Maiden,   The  town  would 
need  to  work  closely  with  them  as  well  on  some  projects  such  as 
parking  areas  where  some  costs  might  be  shared  in  construction 
or  in  maintenance.   Special  sales  promotion  projects  could  be 
worked  out  with  the  merchants  working  as  a  group,  just  as  the 
merchants  do  in  some  areas  where  special  events  are  promoted  by 
shopping  center  tenants  as  a  group. 

One  other  feature  of  the  Land  Development  Plan  for  Maiden 
is  that  it  discourages  scattered  comro,ercial  activity  along  the 
major  traffic  routes,  such  as  some  of  US  3  21,   This  "strip 
development"  offers  numerous  safety  hazards  to  traffic  in  addi- 
tion to  generally  unattractive  operations  that  tend  to  spread 
into  residential  areas  and  become  poor  "neighbors".   One  addi- 
tional spot  for  grouping  additional  commercial  activity  is  in- 
dicated south  of  town,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  golf  course. 

Another  point  in  regard  to  the  future  of  commercial  land 
uses  in  Maiden  is  the  element  of  time.   Some  of  the  dilapidated 
buildings  have  been  here  for  several  years  almost  in  their 
present  state,  and  this  has  no  doubt  already  had  some  ill  effects 
in  driying  retail  business  from  Maiden  to  neighboring  shopping 
areas-   As  major  travel  routes  are  improved  in  the  county,  it  is 
becoming  easier  to  drive  to  Hickory  or  Lincolnton  to  shop,  even 
for  small  items.   Maiden  needs  to  start  now  to  improve  the  CBD 
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situation  or  the  drain  of  money  from  the  area  could  have  a  marked 
effect  on  the  town  as  a  whole  from  a  purely  economic  standpoint, 
and  on  the  very  spirit  of  the  community. 


INDUSTRIAL  PROPOSALS 

The  amount  of  land  for  industrial  development  during  the 
planning  period  was  projected  as  89  acres.   There  is  no  way  of 
telling,  of  course,  how  many  new  industries  might  come  into  the 
area  between  now  and  1990,  and  this  figure  was  largely  based  on 
the  present  ratio  of  industrial  land  to  the  population. 

There  is  sufficient  room  for  this  acreage  within  close  prox- 
imity to  existing  industry,  and  this  should  be  encouraged  where 
possible  due  to  the  compatibility  of  land  use  and  the  advantage 
of  industry  being  located  within  the  town  limits  for  tax  purposes 
Additional  areas  should  be  considered,  however,  to  provide  space 
for  expansion  and  to  allow  a  safety  factor  in  the  event  a  fairly 
rapid  industrial  development  during  the  future  years. 

Some  standards  to  be  considered  in  delineating  industrial 
areas  include; 


1.  Good  access  should  be  available  to  major  thoroughfares  and, 
where  possible,  to  railroads. 

2.  Adequate  space  should  be  provided,  including  sufficient 
room  for  landscaping  and  parking  plus  expansion. 

3.  Reasonably  level  land  is  required,  preferably  with  a  slope 
of  not  more  than  5X„        The  soil  should  be  well  drained  and 
possess  good  load  bearing  qualities. 

4.  Water  and  sewer  facilities  should  be  available  on  the  site 
or  by  extension  of  nearby  lines. 
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Utilities  should  be  available  such  as  telephone,  electricity 
and  gas  lines,  yet  with  no  objectionable  easements  for  the 
utilities  cutting  across  the  site. 


The  land  proposed  for  additional  industrial  use  involved 
pr  ima  rily  expansion  near  existing  industrial  operations,  e.g., 
Carolina  Mills  (both  within  town  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  plant 
north  of  town),  Maiden  Knitting  and  Finishing,  Rex  Knitting,  and 
the  Woonsocket  operation.   Two  other  large  areas  are  proposed, 
however,  at  opposite  ends  of  town  --  one  at  the  western  end  of 
West  Finger  Street,  and  the  other  near  the  Little  Mountain  Road- 
US  321  intersection  on  the  east  side  of  town.   These  sites  have 
good  potential  for  industrial  use  from  several  standpoints,  and 
the  latter  offers  the  advantage  of  good  relation  to  the  prevail- 
ing winds  of  the  area  if  this  needs  to  be  considered  because  of 


noise 


or  dust,  from  a  particular  use. 


PUBLIC  AND  SEMI-PUBLIC  PROPOSALS 

This  part  of  the  development  plan  includes  such  land  uses 
as  schools,  Town  Hall,  Post  Office,  and  recreation  areas  (in- 
cluding private  recreation  such  as  the  golf  course)-   Land  pro- 
jected for  the  future  land  use  need  was  159  acres  --  84  acres 
based  on  present  needs  and  the  population  projected  to  1980,  and 
75  additional  acres  by  1990.   It  was  pointed  out  in  the  Land  Use 
Survey  that  Maiden  is  not  up  to  recommended  standards  on  recrea- 
tional acreage  at  present;  therefore,  a  good  portion  of  this 
projected  land  is  needed  for  this  purpose^   Some  location  stand- 
ards for  public,  semi-public  land  include: 


lo    The  site  should  be  adequate  in  size,  on  fairly  level 
terrain,  and  have  good  drainage  and  good  load  bearing 
qualities  where  large  structures  are  involved.   Parks, 
however,  can  often  be  located  within  floodplain  areas 
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and  on  land  with  rough  topography,  and  possibly  on  land 
that  may  not  be  suitable  for  most  urban-type  uses- 

2«    Facilities  serving  all  or  most  of  the  planning  area 
should  be  conveniently  located  and  easily  accessible 
by  major  streets. 

3.  Sufficient  off-street  parking  should  be  provided. 

4.  New  facilities  should  be  in  developing  areas;  sites 
with  room  for  expansion  should  be  acquired  in  advance 
whenever  possible  in  order  to  insure  more  reasonable 
land  va lues. 


A  major  feature  of  the  map  is  the  recreation  space  pro- 
posed.  The  land  along  Maiden  Creek  just  north  of  Cemetery 
Street  offers  a  good  possibility  for  a  large  open  area  with 
varied  recreation  potential.   There  are  sections  of  land  here 
that  could  provide  for  active  sports,  such  as  tennis  courts  or 
playfields^   In  more  rugged  areas  near  the  water  itself  there 
could  be  more  rustic  areas  for  picnicking,  hiking  and  riding 
trailso   There  is  terrain  in  this  general  area  that  would  be 
suitable  for  an  outdoor  drama  or  open-air  concert  stage,  which 
could  be  used  for  several  activities  during  the  warm  months  of 
the  year.   Such  use  of  this  area  would  not  only  preserve  its 
more  important  natural  features,  but  would  be  centrally  located 
to  the  additional  residential  growth  discussed  earlier. 

A  second  important  area  would  be  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Negro  elementary  school,  now  closed.   This  facility  is  not 
being  used  to  any  extent  at  the  present,  but  it  has  good  poten- 
tial for  use  as  a  recreational  or  community  center  for  this 
part  of  town r   It  is  particularly  well  located  in  respect  to 
the  low-income  community  surrounding  it,  and  the  school  grounds 
could  easily  be  made  into  an  attractive  and  useful  neighborhood 
park  at  a  minimum  of  expense. 
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Other  parks  or  playgrounds  are  possible  on  some  small  par- 
cels of  land  that  are  now  owned  by  the  town    These  lots  are  at 
Union  Street  and  10th  Avenue,  on  Pine  Street,  and  at  North  "C" 
Avenue  and   West  Main  Streets   With  a  minimum  of  simple,  servic- 
able  play  equipment  they  could  add  much  to  the  local  environment. 
(The  first  lot  listed  is  already  used  as  a  play  field.) 

The  plan  as  delineated  also  provides  sufficient  space  for 
expansion  at  the  Maiden  Elementary  School  and  Maiden  High  School, 
and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Town  Hall.   Land  should  be  acquired 
in  these  areas  for  expansion  in  the  future.   Also,  there  is  the 
need  for  a  library  in  the  community-   It  is  entirely  feasible 
that  this  could  be  provided  by  acquiring  property  very  near  the 
Town  Hall  on  which  some  of  the  dilapidated  buildings  mentioned 
earlier  are  located c   The  removal  of  such  buildings  and  replace- 
ment with  a  small  library  (2,500  square  feet  would  suffice  for 
the  projected  1990  planning  area  population)  would  be  an  impor- 
tant addition  to  the  community* 

Individual  churches  would  also  be  included  in  the  planning 
of  this  category.   They  are  not  indicated  on  the  map,  due  to  the 
scale  and  level  of  detail  used  here,  except  in  two  or  three  iso- 
lated cases  where  churches  and  cemeteries  are  indicated  due  to 
their  fairly  large  land  area. 


VACANT  LAND  USE 

Needless  to  say,  land  that  is  unsuitable  for  development 
should  remain  open  and  unused.   This  largely  involves  the  banks 
and  streambeds  of  the  major  streams  in  the  planning  area,  i.e.. 
Maiden  Creek  and  Pinch  Gut  Creek  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
planning  area,  Clark  Creek  to  the  west,  and  Shady  Branch  across 
the  southern  portion  of  the  planning  area. 
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Soil  and  topographic  conditions  generally  make  development 
unwise  here,  and  this  openness  left  in  a  relatively  natural 
state  would  continue  to  give  a  pleasant  feature  to  the  overall 
community.   This  feature  will  be  even  more  enhanced  as  develop- 
ment does  become  more  intense  and  natural  vegetation  and  topo- 
graphy is  reduced  in  the  remainder  of  the  towno 


UTILITIES 

Based  on  present  land  use  and  anticipated  population,  some 
3  0  acres  were  projected  for  this  categoryo   From  the  standpoint 
of  utilities,  this  largely  involves  enlargement  of  the  water 
treatment  plant  and  waste  treatment  plant  areas.   A  new  waste 
treatment  plant  was  proposed  for  the  Town  of  Maiden  in  a  1966 
engineering  study*,  and  more  o  n  this  subject  will  be  covered  in 
the  forthcoming  Community  Facilities  Plan  =,   The  best  location 
for  a  new  plant  would  be  in  the  vicinity  of  the  intersection 
between  Maiden  Creek  and  Clark  Greek  west  of  town  as  delineated 
on  the  Land  Development  Plan  map.   Existing  sewer  line  coverage 
and  proposals  for  changes  will  also  be  covered  in  the  Commun  i  t y 
Facilities  Plan. 

The  water  treatment  plant  was  completed  in  1966  and  is 
constructed  so  that  its  capacity  could  be  increased  by  adding 
additional  units  at  the  present  site.   Sufficient  space  is  avail- 
able for  this.   Details  will  be  included  on  water  services  in 
t h e  Community  Facilities  Plan  as  well  as  on  other  utilities 
available  in  or  near  the  planning  area. 


*Town  of  Maiden  Report  on   Waste  Study  ,  July,  1966,  O'Brien 

&    Gere,  Consulting  Engineers  of  Syracuse,  N.Y-  ,  and  Charlotte, 

N  .C. 
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Included  under  the  heading  of  utilities  is  the  provision 
for  future  arrangements  for  garbage  disposal  in  Maiden.   It  is 
recommended  that  the  town  continue  to  use  the  sanitary  landfill 
method  —  in  view  of  the  advantages  it  has  for  the  small  town 
over  most  other  disposal  methods.   The  present  landfill  has  an 
estimated  three -year  use  range,  after  which  it  is  anticipated 
that  the  town  will  use  a  county  landfill  which  is  outside  of  the 
planning  area  (about  seven  miles  from  downtown  Maiden),   Four 
possible  landfill  sites  are  designated  in  the  southwest  portion 
of  the  planning  area  as  alternates  to  the  present  site  or  the 
county  site  being  consideredo   Two  of  these  are  low  areas  near 
a  tributary  of  Shady  Branch,  one  is  a  low  area  near  a  tributary 
of  Clarks  Creek,  and  the  fourth  is  a  low  area  almost  on  the 
Catawba-Lincoln  county  line. 


THOROUGHFARE  PLAN 

The  transportation  network  is  to  the  city  what  the  veins 
and  arteries  are  to  the  human  body.   If  this  network  is  not 
functioning  properly,  the  city  cannot  receive  its  proper  nour- 
ishment in  the  form  of  its  flor  of  people,  goods  and  services. 

It  follows  that  the  planning  of  the  transportation  network 
is  highly  important  to  a  town  or  city.    In  addition  to  maintain- 
ing its  primary  purpose  of  moving,  goods  and  services,  thorough- 
fare planning  provides  the  following  advantages:^ 


*Source:   Advance  Planning  Department,  N,Co  State  Highway 
Commission,  Raleigh,  N,  C. 
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Is    A  minimum  amount  of  land  is  required  for  street  use. 

2.  Each  street  can  be  designed  for  a  particular  purpose, 
thus  reducing  the  cost  of  construction  and  maintenancCc 
In  designing  for  specific  purposes,  certain  streets  are 
built  to  handle  heavy  traffic  and  other  streets  can  be 
built  to  serve  lighter  traffico 

3.  Land  developers  will  be  able  to  design  their  subdivi- 
sions so  that  collector  and  minor  streets  will  fit  the 
overall  street  plan,  rather  than  having  many  deadend  or 
unconnected  streets. 

4b    Citizens  will  know  which  streets  will  be  developed  as 
major  thoroughfares  and  thus  be  assured  that  their 
residential  street  will  not  become  a  major  traffic 
artery, 

5.  Town  officials  will  know  when  and  where  improvements  will 
be  needed,  and  can  schedule  funds  for  construction, 

6.  vrith  an  understanding  of  the  plan  and  knowledge  of  where 
and  approximately  when  streets  will  be  widened  or  con- 
structed, much  can  be  done  within  the  community  to  mini- 
mize damage  to  community  appearance  and  some  of  the 
causes  of  lowered  property  values^. 


Traffic  engineers  generally  hold  that  the  ideal  thorough- 
fare plan  model  is  the  "wheel  and  spoke"  system.-   Major  arter- 
ials  into  and  out  of  town  make  up  the  spokes  of  the  wheel  and 
loop  streets  around  the  town's  central  business  district  con- 
nect the  spokes  and  form  the  wheelo 

The  section  of  the  Land  Use  Survey  and  Analysis  on  the 
street  system  pointed  out  that  JS  321  passing  through  town  is 
the  major  cause  of  transportation  problems  in  the  planning 
area.   This  route  is  heavily  travelled  in  relation  to  any 
other  street  in  tov^n,  which  hampers  safe  local  vehicular  and 
foot  traffic  and  has  reduced  the  use  of  parking  spaces  on  Main 
Street,   Much  north-south  traffic  through  the  county  must  pass 
through  Maiden  because  of  the  US  321  routing  that  is  doing 
just  that  —  passing  through. 
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Preliminary  planning  is  being  done  in  Catawba  County  to 
design  a  county  wide  thoroughfare  plan,.   This  includes  a  proposal 
to  construct  a  new  alignment  for  US  3  21  that  would  depart  from 
the  existing  routing  of  this  major  road  in  Lincoln  County  and 
carry  traffic  along  a  new  alignment  some  three  to  four  miles 
west  of  town.* 

It  is  recommended  that  Maiden  support  the  idea  of  relocat- 
ing US  321.   The  Maiden  Planning  Board  has  suggested  that  this 
proposed  rerouting  be  brought  to  within  one  to  two  miles  of 
Maiden  ~-  which  it  is  felt  would  encourage  use  of  it  as  a  direct 
commuter  route  from  points  north  and  south,   (In  the  case  of 
the  initial  proposal,  Maiden  workers  from  L  incolnton  and  Lincoln 
County  would  be  more  likely  to  continue  to  use  the  present  US 
3  21  route  south,  rather  than  driving  west  as  much  as  four  or 
five  miles,  then  heading  souths)   This  suggestion  has  been 
transmitted  to  the  project  engineers  involved  with  the  Catawba 
County  Thoroughfare  Plan,   Ths  US  321  location  is  still,  of 
course,  only  a  proposal  —  it  must  have  the  support  of  Catawba 
County  officials  and  the  North  Carolina  State  Highway  Commission 
before  it  can  become  a  reality  (along  with  the  necessary  funds 
for  its  construction).   Improvement  of  this  major  highway  has 
already  taken  place,,  however,  in  South  Carolina  and  in  southern 
North  Carolina™   Maiden  and  Catawba  County  should  be  concerned 
with  the  progress  of  this  project,  based  on  local  traffic  counts 
taken  on  this  road  (5,  ^4  50  vehicles  per  day  in  1966  and  6,^00 
vehicles  per  day  in  1967  in  downtown  Maiden),   If  traffic 
continues  to  increase  as  it  has  in  recent  years,  one-way  traffic 
or  complete  removal  of  parking  in  downtown  Maiden  will  be  neces- 
sary within  the  next  three  to  five  years,   (This  assumption  is 
based  on  continued  traffic  increase  and  "practical  capacity" 
figures  suggested  by  the  Advance  Planning  Department  of  the 
N.C,  Highway  Commission  for  roads  such  as  Maiden's  Mam  Street,) 


*Source:   Advance  Planning  Department  N.C.  State  Highway 
Commission,  Raleigh,  N.  C. 
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Map  7  gives  the  thoroughfare  plan  suggested  by  the  Plan- 
ning Board,  except  for  the  relocation  of  US  321  mentioned  above. 
The  arterial  system  of  the  plan  features  the  use  of  the  existing 
US  321  roadway  to  the  north  (Carolina  Avenue)  and  to  the  south- 
east, continuing  to  utilize  Main  Street  as  the  chief  route 
through  town.   Additional  arterial  streets  are  the  combination 
of  Fourth  Avenue,  Cemetery  Street  and  SR  1810  to  the  northeast; 
SR  1855  (Little  Mountain  Road)  to  the  east;  SR  1969  to  the  south- 
east; SR  2003  (South  Main  Avenue)  to  the  south;  SR  2005  (West 
Side  Street  and  South  "D"  Avenue)  to  the  southwest;  and  SR  2007 
(West  Main  Street)  to  the  west.   These  arterials  need  to  be  up- 
graded by  widening  in  some  sections,  realigning  where  needed, 
and  some  intersection  angles  improved.   This  improvements  should 
be  made,  based  on  traffic  study  by  the  N,C.  State  Highway  Com- 
mission, giving  due  consideration  to  traffic  volumes  and  trip 
destinations.   For  example,  the  western  arterial  from  West  Main 
Street  will  probably  need  considerable  realignment  due  to  hazard- 
ous curves.   This  will  be  even  more  important  if  US  321  is  in 
fact  relocated  to  the  west  of  town  and  traffic  increases  in  that 
direction. 

A  crosstown  traffic  system  is  also  suggested  by  the  thorough- 
fare map,  largely  utilizing  existing  streets  with  connection  of 
some  deadend  sections.   Railroad  Avenue  and  South  Main  Avenue 
would  be  major  north-south  connectors,  as  would  Fourth  Avenue 
just  east  and  the  proposed  connection  of  "D"  Avenue  in  the  west 
end  of  town.   Major  east-west  crosstown  sections  include  Klutz 
Street  and  its  proposed  extension  to  Fourth  Avenue  in  the  north- 
ern part  of  town,  and  the  proposed  linking  of  sections  of  Pine 
Street  in  the  southern  part  of  town. 
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Map  7  gives  the  thoroughfare  plan  suggested  by  the  Plan- 
ning Board,  except  for  the  relocation  of  US  321  mentioned  above. 
The  arterial  system  of  the  plan  features  the  use  of  the  existing 
US  321  roadway  to  the  north  (Carolina  Avenue)  and  to  the  south- 
east, continuing  to  utilize  Main  Street  as  the  chief  route 
through  town.   Additional  arterial  streets  are  the  combination 
of  Fourth  Avenue,  Cemetery  Street  and  SR  1810  to  the  northeast; 
SR  1855  (Little  Mountain  Road)  to  the  east;  SR  L969  to  the  south- 
east; SR  2003  (South  Main  Avenue)  to  the  south;  SR  2005  (West 
Side  Street  and  South  "D"  Avenue)  to  the  southwest;  and  SR  2007 
(West  Main  Street)  to  the  west.   These  arterials  need  to  be  up- 
graded by  widening  in  some  sections,  realigning  where  needed, 
and  some  intersection  angles  improvedo   This  improvements  should 
be  made,  based  on  traffic  study  by  the  N-C.  State  Highway  Cora- 
mission,  giving  due  consideration  to  traffic  volumes  and  trip 
destinations.   For  example,  the  western  arterial  from  West  Main 
Street  will  probably  need  considerable  realignment  due  to  hazard- 
ous curves.   This  will  be  even  more  important  if  US  321  is  in 
fact  relocated  to  the  west  of  town  and  traffic  increases  in  that 
direction. 

A  crosstown  traffic  system  is  also  suggested  by  the  thorough- 
fare map,  largely  utilizing  existing  streets  with  connection  of 
some  deadend  sections.   Railroad  Avenue  and  South  Main  Avenue 
would  be  major  north-south  connectors,  as  would  Fourth  Avenue 
just  east  and  the  proposed  connection  of  "D"  Avenue  in  the  west 
end  of  town.   Major  east-west  crosstown  sections  include  Klutz 
Street  and  its  proposed  extension  to  Fourth  Avenue  in  the  north- 
ern part  of  town,  and  the  proposed  linking  of  sections  of  Pine 
Street  in  the  southern  part  of  town- 
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SKETCH  THOROUGHFARE  PLAN 
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The  loop  portion  of  the  "wheel  and  spoke"  thoroughfare 
system  would  utilize  existing  portions  of  Island  Ford  Road  and 
existing  US  321  in  the  east  and  SR  1880  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  planning  area.   These  sections  plus  those  proposed  as  new 
roads  would  connect  the  major  arterials  described  above  outside 
town,  giving  easy  access  to  any  area  or  around  town  without 
having  to  drive  through  the  central  business  district. 

A  minor  thoroughfare  system  is  also  illustrated  on  the  map. 
This  sytem  utilizes  existing  and  proposed  streets  to  form  con- 
nectors with  the  major  street  system.   This  minor  system  would 
be  particularly  useful  during  peak  traffic  hours,  since  it  would 
provide  additional  routes  for  employees  of  most  of  the  major 
industries  in  town. 

Certain  local  street  improvements  should  be  coordinated 
with  an  overall  thoroughfare  plan,  but  there  are  items  that 
should  be  attended  to  locally  even  while  the  official  thorough- 
fare plan  for  Maiden  is  being  formulated  <'the  latter  is  under 
consideration  by  the  Advance  Planning  Department  of  the  North 
Carolina  State  Highway  Commission  at  this  time)o   Some  specific 
items  that  should  be  given  short-range  planning  and  action  are 
listed  in  priority  order: 


1.    Pavement  of  the  remaining  unpaved  streets  in  town, 
beginning  with  the  heaviest  travelled  streets  first 
(i,e,.  Pine  Street  west  of  the  new  Maiden  Knitting 
and  Finishing  plant,  a  section  of  "B"  Avenue  a  block 
north  of  this,  a  portion  of  School  Street  near  the 
Amer ican-E f ird  plant,   and  South  "E"  Avenue  near  the 
Rex  Knitting  plant. 

2^  Improved  street  lighting,  particularly  along  Boyd 

Street  on  the  east  side  of  town,  and  in  west  Maiden 
along  South  "C"  Avenue,  South  "D"  Avenue,  and  South 
"E "  Avenue . 
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PLAN  IMPLEMENTATION 


Neither  written  proposals  nor  the  graphic  presentation  of 
the  Maiden  Land  Development  Plan  are  of  value  without  being 
implemented^   This  implementation  --  the  conversion  from  mere 
ideas  and  printed  matter  to  action  and  accomplishment  within 
the  community  --  is  the  important  part  of  planning  to  Maiden 
and  its  people.   Listed  below  are  some  specific  steps  toward 
implementation  of  the  plans  suggested  for  Maiden,   An  order  of 
priority  is  also  suggested  by  the  list,  with  the  more  important 
short-range  work  program  (one  to  three  years)  listed  first  and 
longer-range  (five  years  or  more)  items  listed  later  in  the 
order,  (This  list  should  not  be  considered  as  the  ultimate  goal 
as  though  plan  implementation  would  be  sufficient  when  all  the 
items  are  completed;  planning  and  implementation  can  be  as 
imaginative  and  as  innovative  as  those  who  are  willing  to  work 
for  its  many  possible  results,) 


1 .    Enlistment  of  citizen  interest ,   If  any  of  the  goals  and 
ideas  recommended  are  to  be  achieved,  it  will  be  through 
interest  and  cooperationc   Meetings  should  be  held  to 
explain  the  purposes  of  the  plan,  beginning  with  town 
department  heads  then  including  the  community  as  a  whole 
via  public  meetings,  civic  group  presentations,  church 
groups,  schools  and  other  organizations. 
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Formation  of  a  "Housing  Commission-."   This  group,  as 
recommended  in  the  Population  and  Economic  section, 
could  begin  immediately  to  focus  attention  on  housing 
problems  in  the  planning  area  --  ranging  from  the  lack 
of  it  to  the  improvement  of  existing  homes.   It  is 
recommended  that  this  group  be  organized  under  the  NcC. 
Housing  Authorities  Law,  which  would  give  it  the  author- 
ity and  organization  needed  to  move  as  a  Housing  Author- 
ity if  it  determines  that  action  is  required  that  m.ust 
be  performed  by  such  an  official  body. 

Removal  of  the  dilapidated  buildings  on  Main  Street  and 
Ma  in  Avenue  .   This  would  be  a  step  toward  community- 
improvement  as  a  whole,  and  would  no  doubt  lead  to  many 
small  scale  improvements. 

Provision  of  additional  recreation  areas  .       As  noted, 
some  small  lots  are  already  owned  by  the  town  which  could 
be  turned  into  usable  areas  with  a  limited  amount  of  play 
equipment.   These  lots  are  realistic  projects  for  the 
town,  civic  organizations,  church  groups,  and  so  forth- 


Enactment  of  a  Maiden  Zoning  Ordinance.   This  would  have 

in  the  entire  planning 


an  immediate  effect  on  land  use 
area.   A  suggested  ordinance  is  under  study  by  the  Plan- 
ning Board  and  should  receive  the  support 
of  Aldermen  when  completed,, 


of  the  Board 


Adoption  and  implementation  of  an  official  Maiden 
Thoroughfare  Plan ,   Initial  study  on  this  should  result 
in  a  plan  which  can  be  formally  adopted  by  the  Maiden 
Board  of  Aldermen  and  the  North  Carolina  Highway  Com- 
mission.  (An  annual  appropriation  in  the  town  budget 
should  be  established  for  local  implementation  of  it-) 

Provision  for  downtown  parking  areas .   As  a  follow-up 
to  the  removal  of  dilapidated  buildings  (item,  3),  a 
good  portion  of  the  resulting  central  business  district 
space  thus  provided  should  be  turned  into  paved  and 
landscaped  parking  lotSo   This  should  be  coordinated 
with  the  initiation  of  a  downtown  improvement  program 
as  recommended  in  the  commercial  proposal  section  of  this 
plan. 


Local  street  improvements  - -  listed  under 


thoroughfare  planning. 

lighting  and  sidewalks  as  noted. 


the  section 
This  should  include  paving, 


on 
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9.  Equip  and  expand  the  recreation  area  proposed  for  the 
vicinity  of  the  old  Negro  School  --  since  there  are  fewer 
recreational  facilities  available  in  this  part  of  town 
and  this  could  be  done  at  a  lower  cost  than  the  large 
recreation  area  proposed  in  the  plan, 

10.  Begin  land  acquisition  and  final  planning  for  the  Maiden 
Creek  recreation  area, 

11.  Complete  land  acquisition  for  expansion  or  relocation  of 
the  Maiden  Elementary  School.   (It  is  anticipated  that 
this  will  be  neededby  at  least  1975,  based  on  popula- 
tion projections,) 

12.  Update  earlier  plans  (this  Land  Development  Plan,  the 
Community  Facilities  Plan,  etc.)  as  necessary  to  keep 
them  in  line  with  the  town's  changing  goals.   Provide 
financial  needs  required  by  them  through  annual  and 
long-range  (three  to  five  years  in  advance)  programming. 

13.  Continue  work  toward  the  Maiden  Creek  recreation  area 
proposed  in  the  Land  Development  Plan,  and  improvement 
of  overall  recreational  facilities  of  the  area. 

14.  Follow-up  implementation  of  the  Thoroughfare  Plan, 
including  coordination  with  county  and  state  officials 
regarding  the  relocation  of  US  321, 


As  suggested,  these  items  can  be  only  the  beginning  of 
improvements  in  the  planning  area..   It  should  be  emphasized 
that  the  time  for  implementation  is  now,  rather  than  next 
month  or  next  near. 
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